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jt GIFT AS. re WEI 9 1). 1] Boles 
e Majeſly King Charles the 
Second, concerning Religion. 


WITS 2 tho ry rs 
Papers, writ by hb 

3 , . 

'TR, 

I thank you for the ewe Royal 


Papers , that you have ſent me : 
I heard of them. before , 


* butnow wehave them fo well atteſt- 


cd; that there is no hazard of beitigde- 
ceived by a falle a : you expeq 
that in return , I should let you know, 
what Impreſſion they have made upon 
me. I payall thereverence that is due 
to a Crown'd Head, even in Aghes ; 
1owhichT will never be wanting : far 
leſs am capable of ſuſpeQting the Roy- 
al Atteſtation that accompanies them ; of 
the truth of which I take it for granted 
no man doubts ; but meſt crave leave 
to tell you, that I am confident , the 
late only copied them , and that they 
are not of bs = | - ptr = | 
have nothing , With 
which he exprefſe@himſelt ; ſothere is 
a Cohtexture in them, that does not 
look like a Prince; and the beginning 
ofthe firſt Shewes it was the effect of 
a Converſation.» and was tobe commu- 
nicaedto another: ſo-that Iam apt to 
think they- were compoſed by another, 
and were fo well relished by the late 
King, that he thought fit to keep then, 
in order to his examining” them more 
particularly: and that he was prevailed 
with to” Capy them leſt a Paper of that 
nature might havebeen made a crime, 
if it had been foand"about him writ- 
ten by another hand :'and I could name 
one Or two Perſans , who as they were 
able enough to compoſe ſuch Papers, ſo 
had power enough over his Spirit to 
engage him to Copy themyarid/to p 
themſelves out of danger by're 
be Ori | 

! You ought to addreſs yout ſelt tothe 
learned Divines of our Church, tor an 


fires, whic 


ant 


anſwer to ſuch things in'them as puſile 
ou , and not to eve that has not the 
onour to be of that Bedy ; and that has 
now carried a Sword for ſome time, 
and imploys the leafure that at any 
time he enyoyes , rather in 
and Mathematical riesthan in mat- 
ters of Controverſy. T here is indeed one 
Conſideration” that determined me 
more _— to comply with your de- 
its; my having had the ho- 
nour to diſcowſe copiouſly of thoſe 
matters with the late King himſelf : and 
he having propoſed to me ſome of the 
TI that I find in thoſe Papers, & - 
having faid ſeveral things to him, in 
anſwer to thoſe Heads, which he of- 
fered ro me only as Cm with 
Which he ſeemed fully , I am- 
the more willing to communicate to 
that which 1 took the liberty to 
ay before his late Majefly on ſeveral 
occaſions: the particulars on which he 
eſo in diſcourſe ren me, were the 
wuſeleſneſs of a Law without a Fudge, and 
thenncfis of as ills Trdenelto be 
termine. Controverfies:to Which he added, 


force, _ they allowed more nbd, to 


the Chuy 
mit , in their Diſputes with the * 
Rome. But upon this whole Matter 

will offer you lomeReflefHions,that will, 
[ hope, be of as great weight with you, 


than they ſeemed willing to ad- 


- as'they are with my ſelf. — 
' -E All ns that prove upon 
ſuch gen Conſiderations , that 


there ought to be an Infalliblej Fudge 
A named 


(az) | - 


named þy Chrift, and clothed with his 
Authority , ſignify nothing ,vales it 
can be Shewed us, in what Texts of 
Scripture that' nomination is to be 
found ; and till that is shewed, they are 
only Arguinents brought to prove that 
Chriſt ought to' bave done ſorreÞbat thar be 
bas not done. So the os argin.ollyt x ma- 
By Arguments againſt Chrift, unleſs it ap- 
bois thes hg ns authoriſed. ſuch a 
Iudge; therefore the right way tg end 
this diſpute , is, toshew where ſuch a 
Conflitution is authoriſed ; So'that the 
moſt that can be made of this is, that it 
amounts to & favorable preſumption, 

IL. It is a. very unreaſonable thing 
for us to form Preſumptions , of what 


is, orought robe, fromInconveniences 


that do ariſe, in caſe that ſuch things 
are not-: tor we may carry this ſo far, 
that-jt will not be eafic to ſtop it. It 
ſeems more fſutable to the infinite 
Goodneſs of God, to communicate the 
knowledge of himſelf to all Man- 
rind 5 and to furnish every Man with 
uch affiftances as will certainly pre- 
vail oyet him: It ſeems alfo reaſonable 
to think that ſo perfe a Saviour as 
Jeſus Chrift was , should have Shewed 
us 2 certain Way, and yet confiltent with' 
the. free Uſe of our Facuhits , of avoid-. 
ing all fn + nor is it very. eaſy to.ima+, 
ine + that it Should be &reproach. on: 
fs '2 if there is not'an Infallible 

reſervative againſt Errdur, when i is 
acknowledyed , that ther© is nd tfalli- 
bc Preſervative agdinft Sin: foritis cer- 
tain, that the one Damms us more In+- 
'fallibly , than the other. 

FH. Since Preſurs prions are: fo much: 
inſiſted on, to prove what things muſt 
be appointed by ay ; it isto be con- 
fidered that-it is alſo a reaſonable Pre- 
ſamptiont, that if fach a Coure was ap- 
pointed by him; it muſt be done 1n 

uch phin-terms that there can be no 
room to queſtion the meaning of 
them: and fince this is the hinge upon 
which al other matters turn , it 


ought to be exprefled ſo particular 

Þ whet ittis velted, ther-cherd Should 
be no occaſion given to diſpute, whe- 
ther it is'in\Ont Man or tir A Bbdy ; and 
if in @ Body, whether in the Majori- 
ty, or in the two thirds, or in the 
whole Body unanimouſly-:agreeing : 
inShort, the Chief thing in all Go@# 
yernments ' bemg the Nature and 
Power of the Judges, thoſe arealways 
diſtin&ly, ſpecified; and therefore if 


theſe things are not ſpecified in the . 


Scriptures ; it is at leaſt a ſtrong Pre- 
fumption , that Chriſt did no; intend 
to axxborie ſuch Judges. 

IV. There were ſeveral Contro- 
verſies raifed among the Churches to 
which the Apoſtles writ:, as appears by 
the Epiſtles to the Romans , Corimbians, 
Galatians and Cotofh ans » ' oa the Apoſiles 
never make uſe of thoſe paſſages that 
are pretended For this Authority to put 
ancnd to thoſe Comroverſies ; which 
is 2 Shrewd Preſumption ; that they 
did not underſtand them in that- ſenſe 
in which the-Church of Roine does now 
take them. Nor does St. Paul in the 
diretions that he gives to Church-men 
in his Epiſtles to Timotby and Tims , 
reckon this of ſabmit1ing tothe direQions 
of the Church for one , which he could 
not have omitted, it this be the true 
meaning of thoſe diſputed paſlages:and 
yet he has not one word ſounding that 
way, Which is very different from the 
directions which one poſleſſed with the 
preteats view that the Church of Rome 

as of this matter muſt needs have give. 
- V. There are ſome things very ex- 
presly taught inthe N. Teftement , ſuch 
as the rules of a Godd Life, the Uſe of the 
Sacraments » the addreſſmg our ſelves to 
God for Mercy and Grace, thro the 
Sacrifice: that Chriſt offered for us on 
the Grofs,and the W orshipping him as 
God ,, the Death > ReſurreQion' and 
Aſcenſion of Feſus Chrift, the Refſur- 
recion of our Bodies and Life Ever- 


laſting : by which it is apparent, that 
| Rk we 


we are ſet heyond doubt .in hol 


matters; ifthen there are other paſſages 
more obſcure concerning other mat- 
ters, we muſt Conclude , that thefe 


are -not of tharConſequence z other-. 


wiſe they would have heengs plain] 
revealed as.the others are;hut above all, 
if the Authority of the Church's delivered 
to usin diſputable terms, that is a juſt 
prejudice againſt it , ſince 1t is a thi 
of tuch Confequence , that it ought to 
have been revealed in 2 wayt yery 
clear ang paſtall difpute, ' 

VI. 1f.it isa prefyimption for particus 
lar 
whzch mult be fttH referred to the 
Priefts&otherGuides in facred matters; 
this is 2 good Argument — all 
Nations to continue 'in the Eftabliched 
Religion, whatever it may happentobe; 
and above all others, it was a conyin- 
cing Argument in the mouths of the 
Fewes againſt our Saviour. He pretended 
tobe the Meſſias , and proved it both 
by the propbefies that were accomph- 
Shed irrhim, ant by the-Miracles that he 
wrought : as for the Prophefies , the 
Reaſons urged by the Church of Rome 
will conclude much ſtronger , that 
ſuch dark Paſla es as thoſe of the Pro- 
-phets were,ought not to be interpreted 
'by Particular perſon, but that the Ex- 
poſition" of theſe muſt be referred to 
the Priefls and Sanhedrin , it being ex- 
preſly provided in their law ( Des. 17, 
$8.) That when controverſies aroſe , con- 
" cerning any cauſe that was _too intricate 
"they weye to go to the ' place which God 
thooſe 3, anl to the Prieſts z4 the tride 
of 'Leyi,,.& aca tim thoſtdaits, & 
that they were ro declare what w 5 Vight: 
& to their dicifion all were obliged to 
ſubmit, under pain of. death + fo that by 
this it appears , that the Priefts-in the 
Fewiſh Riligion were authoriſed in to 
extraofdinary” 4, manner y that Ldare 
lay.the Church of Rome would not 
wiſh for a moreformal teſtimony on 
her behalf 3 As-for_ our Saviours Mi- 


fans to judge concerning Religion, . 


- butlikewiſe they were alſo-univ 


) API 
, racler, theſe were not ſufficient neither, 


unlefs his defrine was firit foundto be 
=_ fince-Mopſes had expreſly warned 
the people (New. 13. t.) 'That if 4 
Propby came and 4gught them + ©: 
trether Gods, they were not to obey hin, 
be wrought miracles ebis " 
EI. 
ying, that-Chrift, by making bimſelf 
one Pink his father , [roar in the 
worſ hip af another God, might well 
pretend that 'he was not obliged to 
yield tothe authority of our Savieurs 
Miracles ,withouttaking cognifance of 
his dogtrine , and of the Propheſics 
concerning the Mefſiss , and in.a-word, 
of the whole matter. $6 that , iftheſc 


Reaſonings 2re now againit the 
Referininiews they nf ak) {trong in the 


-mouths 9fthe 1ewes againlt our Saviour: 


and from hence we'ſee , thatthe au- 
thority that ſeems to-be givenby Moſee 
to the Priefls, maſt be underſtood 
with ſome ReſtriQtions 3 4ince-wenot 
only find the Prophets, and Jeremy in 
particular, oppoſing themſelvestothe 


:whole body 6fthem , but weſee like- 


wile , that for ſome conſiderable time 
before Qur Seviour's dayes , not only 
many ill-grounded #redivions-had got in 
among them, -by which the-vigour of 
the moral liw-was mach enervated, 


pollefled 'with a falſe notion of their 
Meſſi ; {0 that eventhe Apoſiles them- 
ſelves had not quite ſhaken off thoſe 


- Prejudices- at the time of our Saviewr's 


Aſcenfion. So that; here a Church, that 
was till the Chureb of God , that had 
the appointed means of the Expierion 
of 1heiy fins/by their Sacrifices and Wark- 
Mgr, as well. as by their Circumcifion , 
was yet under great.and-fatal Errors, 
from which particular perſons had-no 
way to extricate themſelves , -but -by 
examining the 'DoQrine and texts of 
Scripture, and by judging of them ac- 
cording tothe Evidence of Truth,ard 
the force & on their E — 

2 . 


V11: It fcems Evident, that the 
pailage [ Tell the Church} belongs only 
10 the Reconciling if Differences; chat oi 
[ Binding & of Loofivg, |, according iv the 
uſe of thoſe terms 'arpong the 4.ws., 
fignifies only an Awthur uy that. was 
given to the Apoſtles , of giving-Pre- 
cepts, by which men were tv be 
obliged to ſuch Duties , or ſet at 
liberty from them: and | +hegazes of Hell 
not prevailing againft 1be Chureb | [{ignitys 
only, that the Cbriftian Religion was ne- 
ver to come to an end, or to-periſh ; & 
that of [ Chrifls being with the Apoſiles to 
tbe end of the world \imports only a fpeci- 
al Condu8 & ProtcHion which the Church 
may alwayes expect , but-as the pro- 
mite, 1 will nof leave thee nor forſake 
thee; that betongs to every Chriſtian , 
does not import an infallibility : no 
wr does the _ Page for owe 

es concerning | the ſpirit of Go 
a avbat all things} it in » that 
inthem S:.Panl is treating ofthe Divine 


inſpiration, by which the Chriſtian Reli- - 


gion was then opened to the world; 
which he ſets in oppoſition to the wiſ- 
dom or Philoſophy of the-Greeks ; 1o that 


aS all thoſe paſſages come far ſhort of 


proving. that for which they are alled- 
ged » it mult at lea(t be acknowledged, 
they have not an. evidence great 
enough to prove ſo important atruth, 
as ſome would evince by them; ſince 
:*tis a matter of ſuch-vaſt conſequence, 
.that the,-proofs for it mult have an 
- undeniable Evidence. 4 
j VIII. In the matters of Religion two 
things: are to be conſidered ,farlt , the 
account that we mult give to God, and 
the Rewards that we expet from him: 
and in this every man mult anſwer for 
the ſincerity of his heart, in examining 
divine Matters, and the. following 
what (upon the beſt enquiries that one 
could make) appeared to be true: and 
with relation to this, there is no need 
ofa Ixdge; forin that Great Dayevery 


(4) 


one muſt anſwer to God according to 
tae talents thar he had ,. and all will 
be ſaycd according to their Sincerity; 
and with. relatior t& that judgement , 
there is no need ot any other judge but 
God. A Second view ot. Religion , iSas it 
isa Body united together , & by conſe- 
quence brought under ſome regula- 
tion : and as. n all States , thercare-. 
ſubalterne Iudgerzin whoſe deciſions all 
mult at leaſt-acquieſce, tho they are 
not infallible, there being (till a ſort of 
an appeat-to be made to the ſoveraipne 
or the ſupream legſliative Body; ſo the 
Church has a Subalterne Iuriſdifion ; but 
as the Authority of Inferiour Judges 
is (till regulated , and none but the 
Legillators themſelves have an Au- 
thority equal to the Law ; Soit is not 
necellary tor the preſervation of Peace 
and Order, that the Deciſions of the 
i Should GE» or of equal 

uthority with the Scriptures. If Judges 
do 1ſo maniteſtly abuſe their Ages 
Y, that they-fall into Rebellion and 

reaſon, the ſubje&ts are no more 
bound to conſider them ; but are,ob- 
liged to reſiſt them , and to. maintain 
their obedience to their Soveraign ; 
tho” in other matters their Judgment 


.mlt take place , till, they: are; re- 


verſed by. the Spyeraign. . | The caſc 
of Religuon being... then this , That 
Feſus Chrift is the Soveraign of the 


. Church; .the, Aſſembly of the Paſtors is 


only a ſubalterne Iudge : if they mani- 
feitly oppoſe'themſelves to the. Serip- 
fures', Which1s the Law of Chriftians, 


particular perfong may. be Tuppoſed les 
in. Ci- 


competent Judges of that , a: 
vill Matters they may be of. the Re- 
bellion of the Judges, and in that, caſe 
they are bound {till to mantain their 
Obedience. to Jeſus Chriſt. .In matters 
Indifferent , Chriſtians are bound, for 
the Freſervation of Peace and Unity, 
to acquieſce ini the Deciſions of the 
Church, and in matters juſtly doubtful, 
Or 


> — 


<a 


__ 
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or of ſmall Conſequence, tho they pe. 


convinced that the Paflors have erred, 
pany are obliged to be ſilent, andto 

tolerable things,rather than make 
2 Breach : but 'if ut is viſible, that the 


. Paſtors do Rebel againſt the Soveraign of 


the Church, I mean Chrift, the People 
may put in their Appeal to that great 
Judge,and there it mult lie. If the Churcb 
did uſe this Authority with due Diſfcre- 
tion,and the People followed the rules 
that I have named with humility and 
modelity , there would be no great dan- 
gerof many Diviſions ; but this is the 
great Secret of the Providence of God, 
that men are ſtill men , and both Pa- 

ors arid People mix their Paſſions and 
ntereſts ſo with matters of R-ligion, 
that as there is a great dcal of Sin and 
Vice ſtill in the World, ſo that ap- 
pears int the Matters of Religion as well 
as in other things : but the ill Conſe- 
quences of this, tho they are bad e- 
nough , yet are not equal to the Effects 


that Ignqrant Superſtition , and Obe- 


dient zeal have produced in theWorld, 
Witneſs - the bellions and Wars 
for eſtablishing the. orsbip of Images; 
the Croifſages againſt the Saracens, in 


. Which many Millions were loft; thoſe 


againſt Heregicks , and Princes depoſed 
by Popes , whichlaſted for ſome Ages ; 
and the Meſſacre of Pars, With the - 
Butcheries, of the Dukeof Alva in the 
laſt Age , and that of Ireland in this: 
which are, ,] ſuppoſe, far greater Mitſ- 
chiefs than- any that can. be imagined 
to ariſe out of a Small. Diverfity of Opi- 
nions: and the praſens. Heats at this 
Church, notwithitanding all thoſe un- 
happy Renzs that are.m it ,} 15-2 much 
more detirable thing, than the groſs Ig- 
norance aud blind' Superflizion that reigns 
in Italy and Spainat this day- 
IX. Alt thefereaſonings concerning , 


. the Infallibility of the Church hgniff, no 


thing, unleſs we can certainly know, 
whither we muſt go for this Neciſion: tor 
while one Party Shewes us, that it Mrj} 


) Rag 
be in the Pope, or is no where , and an- 
other Party ſayes it Cannot be in the 
Pope, becauſe as .many Popes have er- 
red, ſo this is a De@rine that was not 
known in the Church for a thouſand 
Years, and that has been diſputedever 
fince it was firit aſſerted, weare in the 
right to believe both ſides; fi-ft, that 
It 15 not in the Pope, it is no where; 
and then, that certainly it is not inthe 
Pope; and it is very Incongruous to ſay, 
that there is an Infallible Authority in 
the Church , and that yet it is not cer- 
tain Where one mult ſeek for-it; for 
the one ought to be as clear as the 0- 
ther; and it is alſo plain, that what 
Primacy ſo ever St. Peter may be ſup- 
poled to have had, the Scripture ſayes 
not one word of his Succeſſors at Rome; 
ſo at leaſt this is not ſo clear, as a mat- 
ter of this Conſequence mult have 
been, if Chriſt had intended to have 
oaged ſuch an Authority in that See. 

. It is nolefs Incongruous to ſay, 
that this Infellibility is in a General Coun- 
cil; for jt muſt be ſomewhere elſe, 
otherwiſe it will return only to the 
Church by ſome Starts ,and atter long 
Intervals : and as it was not in the 
Church, for the firit 320 years , 10 it has 
not been in the Thureb theſe laſt 120, 

ears. It is plain alſo, that there is. no 
egulation given in the Scripturts,con- 
ceruing this great Aſſembly, who have 
aright tocome & Vote, and what for- 
feits/ this right, and what numbers 
muſt concur in a Deciſion, to aſſure us 
of the Infallibility of the Iudgment. It 
IS certain, there was never a General 
Council of all the. Pafters of the Church : 
forthole of which we have _the Aﬀs, 
were only the Corncils of the Roman 
Empirezbut tor thoſe Churches.that were 
inthe;South of A/rick, or the Esſtern 
Parts. of Afia, beyond, the bounds of 
the Roman Empire , as they could not 
be ſummoned by the Emperours Autho- 
rity, ſoit is ccrtain none of them were 
preſent : unleſs one or two of Perfta at 
Niets 


, (6 
Nice, which perhaps was a Carner of 


Perfie'belonging tothe Empire; and un- 
le irons Wored Jthet the Pope has 
an Abſolute Authority to cut of whole 
Churches from their right of to Comun» 
cits, there hasbeen no General Council 
theſe latt 700. years inthe World, ever 
fince the Birbops of Romt have excom- 
municated all the Greek Churches upon 
ſuch trifling reaſons, that their own 
Writers are now ashamed of them; 
and 1 will ask no more of a Man of a 
Kay corn underſtanding, to fatisty 
him that the Coamneil of Trene was no Ge- 
neral Council, aQting in that Freedom 
that became Risbops, than that he will 
'be at the pains'to.read Carl. Pallariciys 
Hittory of that Council, 
XI. Tf its ſaid ,. that ch Tnfallibility 
F robe ſought for.in the Tradition of the 
Dottrine in all Ages , and.that every par- 
ticular Perſon muſt exaniine this: here 
1s 2'Sea before him,, andinſtead of exa- 
mining the ſmall Book of the N."Tefta- 
ment, he is involved in a ({tady that muſt 
colt a Man an Age'to gothroit; and 
many of the Apes, thro which he caries 
this Enquity, are ſo dark , andhave 
produced fo few Writers, -at leaſt fo 
tew are preferved tn qurdayes, that it 
is not poſſible to nj out their' belief, 
<Wefind alſo Traditions have varied fo 
much that it is hard to ſay that there is 
much weight to be laid on this way of 
Conveyance. A 'Tradition concerning 
Matters of 'Fatt that all People ſee, is 
leſs apt to fail thana Tradition of Points 
of Speculation : and yet we'ſee very 
nearthe Age of the Apoſtles, contrary 
Traditions touching the 'Obſervarion of 
Eaſter , trom which we muſt conctude, 


that either the Matter of Fat of one 


ſide, or the other, as it was handed 
down, was not true, or atleaſt that it 
was not rightly underſtood. A Tradition 


concerning ' the Uſe of the Sacraments - 
" being avitible thing, is more likelyto * 
be exaQ, than a Speculation concern-*« 


ing their nature; and yet we find a 


Nadi of giving Infants the Commu- 
nion, p onthe indiſpentible ne- 
cefſity of -the'Sacrament ,.continned a 
thouſand Years in the-Church. A Tradi- 
tion on which the Obrifliazs founded 
their Foy and 'Hope,/ iis '1els like-to be 
changed , than a-more romote Specu- 
Jlation, and yet'the firſt Writers of the 
Chriflien R/ligion had a Tradition hand- 
'<©d down to them by- thoſe who faw 


EE SES ALE 


4 thouſand Y ears upon Earth ; 

ber, Gar ates aocond hand from 
the Apoſtles, couldbe thus miſtaken, it 
is morerez{onable-to apprehend grea- 
ter errqurs-at ſuch a diſtance. A Tra- 
tition concermngthe Book of the Scrip- 
tures 'is moretiketobe exact ,than the 
'Expotition of -fome pallages in it; and 
-yet we find-the Church did-unanimouſly 
believe the Tranſlation ofithe 70. Inter- 
-preters tO have beenthe effeQ of a mi- 
raculous Inſpiration, till St. Jerome cxa- 
mined-this Matter' better , .and made 
2'New Tranſlation from the -Htbrew Co- 
pics. But-which is More then all the 


reſt, It feems plain that the Farbers-be- 


for the Council of Nice believed the Di- 
vinity of the Son of -Gad tobe in ſome 
fort Tnferiour-to that ofthe Father , and 
forſome Ages after the Council of Nice, 
they believed-them indeed both equal, 


' but they conſidered thelt'as twoditfe- 
-rent Beings, and-only one in Eſſrnee, 


as, three men have thefame humane 
Natnre in commonamong them ;.and 
that as one. Candle lights another , fo 


the one floweft from another; and af-" 


ter the Wb Cemwry the Dottrine of ove 
Inditidual Efieneg\was reccived. :If you 
will-be 'tarth&r informed concerning 
this , Father Petay will fatisfy you as 
to thefirſt Period (before the Council of 
'Nice, and the learned>Dr./Cudmorth 2s 
to the ſecond. In aHwhich particulars 
it appears ; how-varidblea thing Tradi- 
ion.is. Afd' tipo the whole Matter, 
the examining Traditien thus, is ſtill. a 
ſearchingamong Books, and here isno 
living Judge. All. 
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XIT. If thenthe' Airboriry thar maſt 
dccide Controverſies, lies inthe of 
the Paffors ſeattered over the Worlds 
which is the laſt retfenchment;, -here 
#5 rftany arid as great Scruples will a- 
riſe, as we found in any of the former 
Heads. Twodifficultics appear at fit 
view y the one is.» Hew can wt beaftrored 
rhas ohe preſent Paſtors of the Church @re 
derived in @ juft Suecefromfrom the Apolt- 
Iles: there-ar6 no Regiſters extant that 

rove this : SO' that we have nothing 

r itbut ſome Hiflert,that are fo carer 
lefly writ'; that we find many miſtakes 
m them: #3 other Matters; and they 
are ſodifferent urthe very firſt links of 
that Chain, that immediatly ſucceeded 
the Apofiles , that the utmolt can be 
niade of this is, that here is@ Hiltori- 
cal Relation ſomewhat doubtful 5 but 
here isnothing to-found-our Faith on-: 
ſo that if a Succefſion from the F4poftles 
times, is necei{ary to the Conſtitution 
of that Chwreb, to whigh we mult ſub- 
mit our ſelves , we know not where 
tofind it : belides thaty the DoBrive Of 
the necefiity of the hwentiavot the My 
niſter to the Validiry of a Secrement, 
throws us into inextricable difficulties 
I know they generally. ſay', that by the 
Invention they donotimean the inward 


Atts of the Miniſtep of the Sacrements depiſe 


but only that irmut = by his outr- 
ward deportment, that he is in earneſt 
going about a Sacrament , and not doing 
a worn Ape. . rea- 
ſonable to me , that I was ſorry to find 
our Divines urge it tov much: till 
turning over the Rubricks thatare at the 
beginning of the Mifal, I found upon 
the head of the Intention of the Mini- 
ſter, that if a Prieft has a Number of 
Hoſlies before him to be conſecrated, 
and intends to conſecrate them all, 
Except one, in that caſe that Vagrane 
exception falls upon them all : it not 
being affixed to any one , and it is de- 
fined that he conſecrates none at all. 
Here it is plain, that the ſecret Az of 
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x Prirdean defeartiic Sacremms : ſo-that 
thisoverthrows all certainty concern” 
inga Sueceſiors: Bart beſides all this, we 
are ſure, that the Greek, Churches have 
a much mor uaconteſted- Seerrffron 
than the Lathes : Sor that 4' Srodeſion 


{t cannor divett us And if it is 


roſtck out the Dottrinesthat are nn- 
yerfally received, this is not poſſible 
for aprivate Manto'know. So thatin 
Igtiorane Compnin s$', where there is 
Intle Sruthy,, the People have no other 
certainty coficerning theis Religfany but 
what they take from their Curare and 
Confefſor : lince they cannot examine 
what is generally received. So that it 
muſt be confelled that all the Argu- 
ments that axe brought for the necetii- 
ty of aconttant ludge, turn a- 
gainſt all-thoſe of the Churcb of Rome, 
that do- not acknowledge the Infellibi- 
lizy of the Pope: for if he is not Infalli- 
ble, they- have no other Indge , that 
canpretend'ro- it. It were allo eaſy to 
Shew , that fome Duftrines have been 
@& Univet received in ome Ages » 
as they have beer rejected in others z 
which $shews that the Doctrine of 
the preſent Church is not alwayes a 
ſure meaſure. For five Ages together, 
the Dotrine of the Popes Power to 
Heratical Pitvices was received 
withourthe leaſt Oppoſition : and this 
cannot be doubted by any that knows 
what has been che State of the Church 
fiacethe End otthe eleventh Century: & 
yet I believe , few Princes would allow 
this , notwithitanding all the concur- 
ring Authority of ſo many Ages to tor- 
tify it. I could carry this intoa great 
many other Inſtances, but I ſingle out 
this , . becauſe it is a point in which 
Princes arc natutally extream fenſi- 
ble. 

Upon the whole Matter, it can ne- 
ver ciiter into my mind, that God, 
who has made Man a Creature , that 
naturally enquircs and reaſons, and 
that feels as ſeulible a pleaiure va 
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can arrive, has contrived itto bedark, 
and to be ſo much beyond the penetra- 


'  tionof our Faculties; that we cannot 


find out his mind inthoſe things that 
are neceſſary for our Salvation : and 
that the Scri z that were. writ by 
plain men, 1n a very familiar ſtile , and 
addreſt without any diſcrimination tb 
the Vulgar, should become ſuch an 
unintelligible Book in theſe Ages, that 
we mult have an Infallible Indge to ex- 
-pound it: and when I ſee not onl 
Popes, but even ſome Bodies that 

for General Councils , have ſo expounded 
many jus of it, and have wrelted 
them ſo viſibly , that none of the Me- 
dern Writers of that Chureb pretend to 
excuſe it,] ſayI muſt freely own to you, 
that when I find I need a Commentary 
on dark , theſe will be the laſt 

ons to whom I will addreſs m 
elf for it. Thus you ſee how full 

have opened my mind to you in this 
matter; I have gone overa great deal 
of ground inasfew Words as is pofli- 
ble, becauſe hints I kflow are enough 


Ju I amyours, 


z 
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H# Letter came to London with the 

- return of the firſt Poſt after b# late 
geſties. Papers were ſent into the 
Countrey ; that ſaw it, liked it well, 
and wich! wow ERe0N: and the re- 
they ,' becauſe the Miriter did not ſo entirely 
ronfine bimſelf 10 4ht Reaſons that were in 
thoſe Papers » but took the mbole Contro- 
verſy to tak, in a little compaſs, and yet 
with a great variety of RefleFions. And 
this way of examining the whole Matter, 
without following thoſe Papers word for 
word, or the finding more fault than the 
common concern of thiy, Cauſe required, 
ſeemed more aggreeing 10 the reſpe# that it - 
due to the Dead, and more particularly 
to the Memorygpf ſo great a Prince ; bus 
other Conſiderations made it not ſo eaſy nor 
ſo adviſeable to precure a Licenſe for the 


Priming this Letter , it bas been kept in 


e hands till now'thoſe who have boaſted 
nach of the Shrink of the le King 

rs z the ive - 
ſers thy have ben mat to wy will 
not o predt 4 tron between 
them and this 7 yg oy 
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REASONS againſtthe Repealing the 4%: 
of Parliament concerning the T E S T: 


Humbly offered to the conſideration of 
the e Members of both Houſes, at their next 


Meeting on the 28" of April 1687. 


F the juſtapprehenſions of the Danger of Popery gave the Birth 
e tothe two Lam? for the two Teſts , the one with relation to all 
publick Emplonmenes in 73. and the other with relation tothe Con- 
ftitutron of our Parliaments for the future in 78. the preſent time 
and conjunCture does not ſeem ſo proper for repealing them z 
| unleſs it can be imagined, that the danger of Popery is now {> 
much leſs than it was formerly , that weneed be no more on our againſt 
it. We had a Xmpg, when theſe Laws were enatted , whoas he declared himſelf 
to be of the Church of England, by receiving the Sacrament four times a yearlin it, ſo 
in all his Speeches to his Parliaments , and in all his Declarations to his Subjefts , he 
repeated the affurances ofhis firmneſs to the Proteſtane Relygion ſb ſolemnly and 
nitly , that if the ſaying a thing often gives juſt reaſon tobelieve it, we had 
as much reaſon as ever People had to depend upon him : and yet for all that, it 
was thought neceſſary to fortify thoſe afſurances with Laws: and it is not __ 
to1 , why we should throw away thoſe, when we have a Prince that 
not we of another Religronhimſelf,- but that has expreſſed ſo much ſteadimeſs in 
it, and ſo much zea{for it , that one would think we should rathernow ſeck a 
further ſecurity , than throw away that which we already have. 

IT. Our King has given fuch Teſtumonies of his Zea/ for his Relogion , that we ., 
ſee amorſg all his other Royal Qualities, there is none for which he deſires and 
deſerves to be ſo much admired. Since even the pafſion of Glory, of making 
himſelfthe terrour of all Ewrope\, and the Arbiter of Chriſtendom, (which as it is 
natural toall Prmces , ſo muſt it be moſt particularly ſo to one of his Martial 
and Noble Temper) yields to his Zeal for his Church; and that he , in whom we 
might have hoped to ſee our Edward the third, of our Henry the 5th revived, choo- 
ſes rather to merit the heightning his degree of Glory in another World, than to 
acquire all the Lawrels and Conqueſts that this low and vile World can give 
him: and that, inſtead of making himſelfa terrour' to/all his Neighbours x is 
contented with the humble Glory ing a terrour to his own People 3 ſo that in- 
ſtead of the great Figure, which this Reign might make in the World, all the news 

. of Englandis now. only concerning the praQtiſes = ſome-fearful A” 
YE 2 cle 


(4) 
Theſe things shew, that His Majeſty is 1o poſſeſſed with his Relsgion, that this 
- cannot ſuffer us to think, that there 1s at preſefit nodanger from Popery.' 7 7 

ITI. Itdoesnot appear, by what we ſee, cithet abroad or at home , that P4- 

per5 has ſochanged its nature , that we have leſs reaſon to be afraid of it at pre- . 

= ſent, than we had in former times. It might be thought 111 nature togo fo far 
back, as to the Councils of the Lateran, that decreed the mo of Heretichs , 
with ſevere San&tions on thoſe Princes that failed in their Duty , of being the 
Hangmen of the Inquiſitors.; Or to the Council of Conſtance; that decteed, that Prmces 
were not bound to keep their faith to Hereticks 4 tho it maſt be acknowledged, that 
we have extraordinary Memorzes if we can forget ſach things, and moreextraor- 
dinary Underſtanding if we do not make ſome inferences trom them. I-will not 
ſtand upon ſuch inconſiderable Trifles as the Gunpowder Plot, or the Maſſacre of 
Treland ; but I will take the liberty to reflect a little on what that Church has done 
fince thoſe Laws were made, to give us kinder and ſofter thoughts of them , and 
to make us the leſs apprehenſive ofthem. V Ve ſee before our eyes what they have 
done, andare ſtill doing in France ; and what feeble things Edifs ,. Corenarion 
Oaths, Laws and Promiſes , repeated overand over again , prove to be, where 
that Re/zgzon prevails; and Lous le Grand makes not ſo contemptible a Figure in 
that Church , or in eur Court , as to make us think, that bs example may not be pro- 
poled as a Pattern, as well as his azd may be offered for an encouragement, to 
aCtthe ſame things in England , that he-is now doing with ſo much applauſe in 
France : and it may be perhaps the rather deſired from hence to put him a little 
in countenance, when ſo great a King as ours is willing to forget himſelf ſo far 
as to pry him ,” and todepend upon him : ſo that as the Dofrmeand Prin- 
exples of that Church muſt be ſtill the ſame in all Ages and Places, ſince its chief 
pretenfion is , that it is #fa//zble, it is no unreaſonable thing for us to be afraid 
of thoſe, who will be eaſily induced to burn us a little here , whey they are told, 
that ſuch fervent zea/ will ſave them-a more laſting brnag hereafter, and will - 
perhaps quitall ſcores ſo entirely,that they may hope ſcarce to endyre a Singmg in 
Purgatory for all their other Sins. . 

Tv. If the ſevereſt Order of the Church of Reme , that has breathed outnothin 
but Fere and Blood ſince its firſt formation , and that is even decryed at Rome 1 
ſelf for its Violence, is in ſuch credit here; I donot ſee any enducement from 
thence to perſuade us to look on the Comncils that are direQted by that Society , as 
ſuch harmleſs and inoffenfive things, that we need be no more on our guard 
againſt them, I know not why we may not apprehend as much from Father 
Petre, as the French have felt from Pere de /a Chaiſe , ſince all the difference that is 
obſerved to be between them, #, that the Engliſ b Feſuite has much more Fire 
and Paſſm, and much leſs Condutt and F than the French has. And when 
Rome has expreſſed ſo great a Jealouſy of the Intereſt that that Order had in our 
Comncils, that F. Morgan, who was thought to influence our Anbaſadour, was or- 
dered to leave Rome, Ido notſce why England should look fo tamely on them. 
No reaſon can be given why Card: Howard $hould be shut out of all their Cowncils, 
unleſs it be, that the No3/eneſs of his Bisth , and the Genzleneſs of his Temper , 

de 
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ate too hard even fot his Religion and his Purple, to be maſtered by them. And it 
is a ContradiCtion, that nothing but a Belief capable of receiving TranſubPantia- 
fron carrreconcile, to ſee Men pretend to obſerve Law, and yet to find at the 
ſame time an Ambaſſadour from England at Rome, when there are ſo many Law; 
in our Book of Statutes, never yet repealed, that have declared overand over again 
all Commerce with the Court and See of Rome to be high Treaſon. 
__ V. Thelate famous Fudgment of our Fudges, who knowing no other way to 
make their Names immortal , have found an effeQual one to preſerve them from 
being ever forgot, ſecms to call for another Method of Proceeding. "The Pre- 
fidene they have ſet mult be fatal either to them or ws. For if 12 Ment, that get into 
Scarlet and Furrs, have an Authority to diffolve all our Laws , the Engliſh Govern- 
ment is to be hereafter lookt at with as much ſcorn, as it has hitherto drawn ad- 
miration, That doubtful V Vords of Laws , made ſo long ago, that the inten- 
tion of the Lawgivers is not certainly known, mutt be expounded by the Fud+ 
ves, isnotto be queſtioned : but to infer from thence, that the plain V Vords ofa 
Law, ſolately made , and that was ſo vigorouſly aſlerted 4 the preſent Par- 
liament , may be made void by a Deciſion of theirs, after ſo much PraQtice upon 
them, isjult as reaſonable a way of arguing , as theirs is, who becauſe the 
Chureh of England acknowledges, that the Church has a Power in Matters of Rites 
and Ceremonzes , will from thence conclude, that this Power muſt go ſofar, that - 
th6 Chriſt has faid of the Cup, drm ye all o/it , we muſt obey the Church when she 
decrees, thatweshall not drink of it. Ow Fudges, for the greaterpart, were 
Men that had paſt their Lives in ſo much Retzrement , that from thence one might 
have hoped, that they had-(tudied our Law well, fince the Bar had called them 
ſo ſeldom from their Studies : and if Pratice is thought often hurtful to ſpecula- 
tion , asthat which diſorders and hurries the Judgment, they who had prattiſed 
ſo little in our Law, had no byaſs on their Underitandings : and if the habit of 
taking Money as a Lawyer is a dangerous preparation for one that is to be an mcor- 
rupt Fadpe ,. they Should have been mncorruprible, fince it is not thought, that the 
greater part of them got ever ſo much Money by their Profeſſion, as pay'd for their 
urrt. In short,we now ſee how they have merited their Preferment, and they 
may yet expect a further Exaltation, when the Juſtice and the Laws of England 
come to be in hands , that will be as careful to preſerve them , as z#bey have been 
todeſtroy them. But what an Infamy will it lay upou the Name of an Engliſh 
Parliament , if inſtead of calling thoſe Betrayers of their Countrey to an account, 
they should goby an after-game to-confirm what theſe Fe/lows haye done, 
' VI. The late Conferences with ſo many Members of beth Houſes , will give ſuch 
_ an ill-natured piece of Jealouly-againſt them , that ofall Perſons living, that are 
the moſt concern'd to take care how they give their Votes , the. V Vorld will be- 
lieve, that Threatnings and Promiſes had as large a $hare in thoſe ſecree Converſa-. 
tions , as Reaſoning or Perſuaſion : and it muſt be a more than ordinary degree 
of Zeal and Courage in them, that muſt take off the Blot , of being ſene for , and 
ſpoke to, on ſuch a ſubjeR and in ſuch a manner. The worthy Behaviour of the 


| 2 in the /a/t Seſſion, had made the Nation unwilling to remember the _ 


NR ; 
rors commirted in rhe rf E/eSion : and it isto be hoped, that they will nor 
give any cauſe forthe future ro call rharto mind. For if a Parliament, that 
bad ſo many Flaws in its firſt Conception 3 goes ro repeal Lews, that weare 
_fure were made by Legal Parliaments , it will put the Nation on an Enqui- 
rythac nothing bur neceſſity will drive them, to. For a Nation may be laid 
aſleep ,-and be alicrle chearced ; but when it is awakned , and fees its dar 
ger, itwill not look on and ſte a Rape made on its Religion aud Liberties , 
without examining , from whence have theſe Men this Authority? they will 
hardly find that it 18 of Men; and they will nor believe that itis of God. But 
17s ro be hoped, thar there will be av occaſion giyen for this angry queſtiog. 
which is much cafier made than anſwered, . 
" VII, Ifall thar were now askedin fayour of Popery , were only ſore 
Gentleneſsrowards the Papiffs; rhere were ſome reaſon to entertain the 
Debate , when the Demand were a little more modeſt : If Men were to be 
atrainted of Treafon , for being reconciled roxhe Church of Rome, 'Or for re- 
coaciling others roit ; if Prieffs were demanded to be banged, for taking Or+ 
ders in the Church of Rome ; and ifthe two thirds of the Papiſts Eftates were 
. offeted to be Þvied, it were a yery natural thing to ſee them uncaſy and 
reſtleſs ; but now the matter is more barefaced ; they are not centented rp 
live arcaſc, gnd enjoy their Efates ; bur they muſt carryall before them's 
and F. Petre cannot be atquier, unlefshe makes as great- a Figare ity our 
Court ,aS Pere de la Chaiſe does at Verſailles. LOS UBT 
. . A Ceſſation of all. Severitigs againſt chem, isrhart ro which rhe Nation 
would more eafily fubmir , bur it is their Behaviour thar muſt create them 
the continuance ofthe like Compaſſion in another Reign. If a reftlefsand a 
- perſecuring Spiris were not, inherentin that Order , that has now the Aſcen- 
dant , they would haye ed rhemſelyes ſo decently under their preſcfit 
Advantages , as rohave made oxy Dsvizts , that haye cbarged them ſo hea- 
vily, looka lictleontof countenance : and this would haye wrought more 
on the good Nature ofthe Nation, and the Princely Nobleneſe of the Succeſ- 
fors whom wehaye in view ,. than thoſe Ares of Craft'and Violence, tow F 
ive ſce rheir Tempers carry them even ſo early, before it is yer time to sho 
chemſelyes. The Temper of the Zngli;/b Nation , the Hetroical Vertues 
theſe whom we have in opr Eyes, but above all,our moſt holy Religion, which 
inſtead of Reyenge and Cruelty, inſpires vs with Charity and Mercy, even 
for Enemies, are all ſuch things, as may take from the-Gentlemen. of |, 
that Religion all ſad apprebenſions, unleſs they raife a Storm againſt them< 
E ſelves, and provoke the Juſtice fide Nation to ſuch a degree, that the Suct 
| tefſors may find it neceſlary to be jw#? , eyen when their own Tneli 
would rather tarry them toſbew Mercy. In Short, they need fear nothing but 
what they .creace ro themſelves :.{o har all rhis.Kir rhar they cg freed 
own Safety , looks ro6like the ſecuring to themfſelyes Pardons for the CHAT, 
thar;they intend to commit. ; VII, 
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 V111; Iknowitis objected as no ;ndice againft-ctheſe Laws , 
that che yery -making-of them diſcovered a oaks 7 again 1 


Majeſty , and therefore it is il! Manners to for rhem. The fr per- 
haps an Eye at his being they Admiral: and the left was pobiyleales 
: thd when thar was di » he was excepted our ofir by a ſpecial 
Proviſo. Ayd as for that which paſt in 73 , I hope iris nor forgot, thar it was 
enacted by that Loyal Parliament , thar had ſerled both the Prerigative of 
the Crown and the Rites of the Church , and that had given the Xivg more 
Money than all the Parliaments of Englandhad eyer dohte in all former Times. 
Parliament that had indeed, ſome Diſpures wich the King , but upon the 
ſep thar he made with relatiofi to Religion or Safery , they chewed how 
py egote rolirger thee paggalR (60 d by their Behaviour 
' the Triple Alliance, And in 73, th6 they halgreat cauſe given them 30 
iflike the Durch War , cipecially the ſtrange beginning of it upon the Smir- 
ve Fleet: and tho fopping the Exchequer , the Declaration for Toleration 
and the Wries for the Members of the Hewſe, were, Matters of bard Digeſ- 
tion ; -yet no ſooner did the King give them this new Afſurance for their Re- 
kgienthen , thb they had yery great Reaſons given them \o be jealous of 
the Wer, ee RITES they gave him 1200000 Pound; 
for carrying'it on ; and they thonghe they had no ill Penniworths for their 
Money , when they carried home with them to thezr Countreys this Dew Seems 
rity for their Religion , which we aredefired now to throw up, and which 
the Reverend xdges haye already thrown 'onr, as a Law our of date. If 
this had carried in it any new piece of 8everiry , their Complaints might be 
z bur they are exrream tender, if they are ſo uneaſy under a Law that 
y gives them Leiſure and unities to live at home; And the laſt 
f nded only for charting them ont from a hare in the Le 
ro beſo juſt, tharone is rather amafed to find that 
ive , than that 3t was done atlafſt ; and fince it is dove, it is a 
x nor PAINS think, that we shonld' be wil- 
» Jody rebar ms yp here eog rant 
:anſe given y £0 upon : bur ce 
that time , and what has been printed in his late Majefties name , ſhews the 
World now. , that the 1ealonprs which pecafioned thoſe Laws , were 
not ſo ill groanded, as ſome well meaning Mev perhaps3hen believed rhem 
to _ But there are ſome times in which all Mens Eyes come to be 6+ 


penea. h 
IX. I am told, ſome think it-jg,very indecent tq have a Teſt for our Parliamengr, 
in which the King's Religion is *lfed oFTdoery but if this reaſon is good in this 
particular, it will be full as good againſt ſeveral of the Articles of our Church , 
and many of the Hem/3es. If the Church and Religion of this Nezzon is ſo formed by 


» 


Law, that the Kings Religionis declared over andover again to be Idol&ravr , 
what help is there for it? It isno other, than it was when His Majeſty was 
Cro) , and Swore to maintain our Laws. bas 
I none will be wantingin all poflible refpett tohis ſacred Perſon;, and 
4s we ought to be infimtly ſorry to find him engaged in a Religion, which we muſt 
believe 1dolatrour, ſo we are far from the ill manners of refleQting on his Perſon, 
or callinghiman Idolater : for as every Man that reports a Lye , is not for that to 
be called a Lyar ; ſoth0 the ordering the Intention, and the prejudice of a mil- 
rſuaſton areſuch abatements , that we will not rashly take on us to call every 
Man of the Church of Rome an Idolater ; yet on the other hand , we can never lay 
down ourCharge againſt the Church of Reme as guilty of Ido/atry,unleſs at the ſame 
time we part with our Religion. | <2 ory 
X. Others give us a {trange ſort of Argument, to perſwade us to part with the 
Teſt; they ſay ,. the King muſt rmploy hu Popich Subjetts , for he can truſt no other ; and 
he ts ſo aſſured of therr Fidelity to h;m, that we need apprehend no Danger from them. This 


is an odd Method to work on us, toletin a fort of People to the Parliament and 
Government , ſincethie King carinot truſt us, but will depend on them : ſothatas 
ſoon as this Lai is repealed, they muſt have all the Imployments, and have the 
whole power of the Natzon lodged in their hands 3 this alittle too groſs to. 
impoſe, even on Iriſhmen. The King ſaw for many Years together, with how 
much Zeal both the Clergy , and many of the Genery a foruhis Intereſts ; 
and ifthere is now a Me els Banner hand irits, the Kzng candiflipate 


irwhenhe will ;and as the C of England is a Body that will never rebel againſt 
him- , ſo any Sullennefs, under which, the late Adminiſtration of Afﬀairs bas 
brought them , would ſoon vanish , if the Kzng would bepleas'd to remember a 
little whathe has ſo often promiſed, not only in Publick but in Private 3 and would 
be contented with the Excerciſe of his own Religion, without imbroiling his 
whole Afairs, becauſe F. Petre will have it ſo : and it temprs NE to 
more than ordinary degrees , againſta ſort of Mem, whoit ſeems , can 
infuſe in a Prince, born with the higheſt ſenſe of Honour poſſible, ProjeQts, to 
which without doing ſome Violence to his own Royal Nature, he could notſ6 

ach as hearken to, if his Re/i2zon did not ſo fatally mufle him up ina blind Obe- 
Sience. But if we are ſo unhappy, that Prieſts can to diſguiſe Matters, as to mis- 
Jead a Prince , who withouttheir ill Influences would the moſt Glorious Me- 
narch of all Europe , and would ſoon reduce the Grand Lows toa much humbler 
fietre;yeritisnotto be ſo much as imagined,that ever their Artscan ke ſo unhap- 
rity ſuccefsful, as to impoſe on an Engliſh Parliament, compoſted of Proteſians 
Membere. 05 Fa £4 | |. v4 
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Of the 12* of Feoryary, of 


together with the ſaid Proclamation. b 
UMhet 


T. He Preamble of a ; Mt 20069: 2 
is oft writ in haſt, andis the 
flourish 'of ſome wanton Pen : 
but one 'of ſuch an Extraordi- 
nary nature as #bs is, was proba- 

bly more ſeverely examined; there is a new 

defignation of his Majeflies Autbority here 
ſet forth of his Wbſolute » Which is 
ſo often repeated , that it deſerves to be a 
little ſearched into. Prerogative Royal, and 
Soveraign Authority, are 1ermes already 
received and known; but for this Abſolute 
Power, as itisanew Term , fo thoſe who 
ave coined it, may make it ſignify what 
they will. The Roman Law ſpeaks of Prin- 
reps Legibus ſolutus, and Abſolute in its na- 
tural ſignification , importing the being 
without all Ties and Reſtraints; then the 
true meaning of this ſeems to be, that there 
is an Inherent Power 11 the King, which can 
neither be reſtrained by Lawes , Promiſes, 
nor Oaths ; for nothing leſs than the being 
free from all theſe, renders a Power Abſolute. 
II. If the former Term ſeemed to ſtretch 
our Allegeance , that which comes after 
it, isyet a ſtep of another nature, tho one 
can hardly imagine what can £0 beyond 

e 


pine Power: andit is in theſe Words , 
our are toobep with-- 


out reſerve. this is the carrying obe» 


On his Majeſty's ” 2 2h 
PROCLAMATION-: 


5 for 4 Toleration in Scotlend, 
:a 


weare told here , that we mult obep 


.dienee, Which are all now $hut out. 


dience many fiſes beyond what the Grand. 
Seigneur has ever yet claimed : For all | 
Princes , even the moſt Violeat pretenders. 
roAbſolute Jtill Lewis the Greas"s tim 
have thought it enough to oblige their 
oboe ſubmit to _ Power 5 and to 3 
whatſoever the ought tO 1 a 
upon them; bat till 'the = of the la 

Conver fions by the Dragoons , it was never {0 
much as pretended, that -. Subjeis were-- 
bound to ofiep chcir Prince without Eeſervy 
and to be of his Religion , becauſe he would-/! 
have it ſo. Which was the on Argument , 
that thoſe late Apoſiles made uſe of ;. ſoit is 
probable this qualification of the duty c 
Subjefs was put in here, to prepare us for 
a terrible-le Roy le vent ; and in that calc 


#7" 


s' £7 
my 


out reſerve; and.when thoſe ſevere Orders + 
come, the Privy Council , and all ſuch as exe> © 
cute this Proclamation , will be bound by this : 
Declaration to Shew themſelves more fors.. 
ward than any others, to obep without res - 
ſerve.: and thoſe poor pretenſions of Cone. 
cience , Religion , Honeur , and Reaſon, will | 

then reckoned as reſerves upon thear abe= 


. HI. Theſe being the grounds upoa which * 
this Proclamation is founded , we ought not . 
only to conſider -what Y Wd _ x 

Ad : 
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bw drewe them, but what be bad been given of Opinions or PraQices, 
wn chem at pd, eager; &; one _ have known how this 
© if "they -are of forcey 40 jultify* that might-Have bee diſtinguished ; but as it 
yhic Jaudwe inferred from them, it will _lyes, it will not be to make the Die. 
ll as 1 to da. from the ſame pre- @imination ; and the declaring them{iall 
mes al lition of the=Proteftave Reli- #ayje, Shut bem Gin quits 7 2 
Rnd of the RightSof the Sub; cs, not orÞ--= VI: Atother Foundation lakd down for 
y to Charch- Lends , but to all Property, what, repcalin Law; made againſt the Pe- 
pever. Ina word, it aſſerts a Poliper tot /piſtdls 6 tthey were enacted in K, James 
n Kg to command what he wilLahd 4be Sixt1b's Minority : with ſome harsh ex-* 
© Obligatign inthe Subjcfry,to obey what- --prefſions ,qthayare nat to be, inſiſted on, 
locver he Shall cenmimd, /,  ?*-  finee they $hew more the heat of the pen- 
Iv. isalſo mention made*in the "net, thati the Dignity of the Prince, in 
zamble of the CHNII INe CPs whoſe name they are given out ; but all 
py which bis Meefty would have efta-+ theſe Laps were, Fatifycd 'over and over 
Sliced "among Mighbovrs ; but another again by K Tames, when he cameto be of 
2: of a Pen , founded on this Wbſ ; tull Age:'and thezhave received many 
» may declareus all Hereticks; aud _ Confirmations/by K, Charles jhe Firſt, and 
een in wondertulCharity tous,we mult be XK Charles the Second, as well as by his preſent 
told, that we are cither co obey without Reſerve, Majeſty, both when he repreſented his 
Orto be Burns without Reſerve. We kno the Brother in the year i68r. and lince be-him- 
Eberity of that C! FE nairs indecd * ſelf cametothe Crown: {o that whatbever 
Perot and'Buyrning* andif we have forgor may be faid concerning the firſt Formation 
mt has been done in former Ages,Fraince, of thoſe Laws ». they bave received now 
Savoy, and Hungery,tiave fer before our Eyes | for the courſe of a whole hundred years, 
very fresh'inſtances ofthe Chayiry of that Re- that are lapſed ſince K: James was of full 
Spier: While thoſe Examples are ſogreen, Age, ſo mariy Confirmations that ifthere 
alittle too impoſing on vs, totalk tous is arly thing certain in Humane Govern- . 


biiftfan Tobe- and 'Charity, No ment, we mightdepend upon them; but 
loubt is" Mejefly meatis fincerely, and his this new coyned Yhſolute Power mutt car- 
FExaQuefs toll bis Promiſes; chictly to thoſe ry all before it. _—__ | 
made fince he cameto the Crow, willgot = VIL Itis alſo well knownzthat the whole 
faffer s'to think an unbecoming thought Settlemetit of the Church Layds and Tytbesy 
bf his Royal Intentions; but yet after all, . with many other things , and more particu- 
tho it ſcems by this Proclamation , that we larly the Eſtablishment of the Proteſflent 
we bound ro obep Keſerve, it is | Religion, was likewiſe enaQted in K, Tames's 
ardshipupon hardship to be bound to Be- _ minority, as Well as thoſe Penal Lavs : 
ebe without Reſerve. = | "ſo; that the Reaſon now made uſe of , to 
©V. There are a ſort of People here to- * antiul the Pol Law, will ſerve full as 
lerated', that will be very hardly found out :,. welÞ for another At of this Abſolute 
and theſe are the Moderate Presbyterians : Rane that Shall abolish allthoſe ;.,and'if 
ENovy, as ſome ſay , thatt here' are very few aximes that unhinge all the Securities of 
of thoſe People in Scorland that deferverhis Humane Society » andall that is ſacred in 
Character , > it is hafd to tell what it Government. , ought to. be lookt, on with 
rev mounts to; and the cating any ofthem Im-: the juſte - and deepelt prejudices poſlible,. 
erate , cuts off all their Share in ths one 1s tempted to. loſe the reſpett that is due- 
arace, Modyratien is Eatty at tyes ig... to' every thing that carrys 's Royal ſtamp 
the mind, and how this will be found out, upon it , when he ſees ſuch grounds made 
£# cannot fo readily gates, 'If a Statidard uſe of , as muſt Shake a myo 
7 4 Ww - 
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ne Pry | Laws » 


the French Pr 


Law,both itt their 
ceſſes with Re 


pro- 
jon to the Edif of Nantes, 


rhat this ſeems to be a Copy froth that fa. 
"mous Original. 

VIII. It were too much ill nature to 
look into the Hiſtory of the laſt Ageztqera- 
mine on pln nds thoſe characters of 
given to. the Memory of 


2 FMayy ed. built; "bur ſince. K, ames's 
' Memory Nas the cha iter of dior IVCA 
ro it, f the civility dneto the fair ſex tte 
one unwilling to look inito the one, yet 
the other may be alittle dwelt 0n. [The pe- 


culiar Glory that belongs to py T2 acre; fan f 


| is, that he,was a Prince 
Ps ning » and at ne i imp ig ob 
MwtbS we b his Relig the”  encly 


\ folio, in which'we Wt 8. @6r ht, two 
thirds'are againſt the Church of Rome; One 
por of them is a Commentary.on the, Reve- 
ation, proving that the Pope is Anzichviſt ; 
another part ot.them belonged more-naty- 
Yeo his Poſt 'and ity ; Which is the 


- that hc mee the Princes and 
Fe OR inſt Freatoabie ad 


ſecure: but this looks fo like a Fetch of -* 


-and thoſe concerning Depeſulenices at Mets, . 


do of the Clank 5 N DEUR || 


we. mult conclude. 
being Good Chriſtians; br we eli 
can never be Good $ 73, not onh 
retical Prince , but cxenton. | 
if he does not ext Lice 


iigrehra $ 
4c 
| Sa Fr Mp faggot top 


my Pofes 4 Prince does not extirpaty, F 
bis Dominions » the Pope muſt 

« bu Sub ifs abſolvcd from 7 

ance, and give bu Dominions jo audibe 

that even ths Modes 


efty he ma 
be 2 hel ey” 
ven. theny' ford 


mY ed S, fl 
"he is refoly mob NE 


Dominions,; and 
he now makes to. theſe poo * 


oy ans: | 
ti 


the G 
For, de 
tee at eDibow 
Ds NE RY OT RE | 


ike, CY.en 
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ſwear in per Aer all his nily, atid ' which he gave Affurances,that no Vic Nero , 

afterwards wi withall dndee ns E Of Scor » . ſhould, TUE toany tbr their Religion, , 
7 coprdining eration 6f 'the very time RATE orderingall Jl pap 
Fo D's up'%r We neite - ible LINReS. if put it) execnrion 
E.our _ em. 137-4» tw tl 
| Fw Bn peceÞ'to) fee I $2 His Maje y aſfres us," that'd; all. ac 
went gms on th caſons the Papiſts have ſhewed themiclves 

ſubj Er ener Guod and fi iefts to bim end bis Roy 


fuch of his gs) as 
that. mw 


& han. Met Jen i RT 
al iohs one malt tf ants The 


ich; in 


oO over to ' 
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Ling teen whole bro 


REN | 4 
lies of Ireland; if the King will either 
be words of K, Tomes of L 
wlesthe firſt,that was indeed 
x Zather, than the 
his Proclamation, it 
be hard to find cecuſions where they 
in this their ſo much 
hoalte we arc ſure, that by 
+ the Principles of that Religion , . the 
" Edn never be aſſured of the | 
calls his Catholick. Subje&s , but by ehga- 
e his Heraical Subjefs 


es them capable of 


IFthifhk fit to beſtow on them, and only 
reſtreins thein from invading the Protefiant 
* Churches by force : i that. here a door is 
.opened for admitting 'them to 


\ bor Rbys eo 


were alittle w 


*. Bing to then to | 
- vacrifices to theitR 


the Offices. and” 


the exerciſe of their Re 
_ Churches, ſo they do not 
wee; and whatſoever may be the ſenſe 
| in its antient and firſt 
now it ſtands only for Church 
| "when any Churches ,that 
.arcar'th "or Pitt, fall vacant, here is 4 
"plain intimation , that they areto be pro- 
| tothem; and then it is ve 
all the. Lawes made agai 
ot to_theit Pariſh Chuychts:, will be 
rely "upon thoſe. that will not 


All y dbes inthe next place, 
nn the vertae of h ; 
- mul] a great manly Laws, as Well thoſt that 
ablilhed the Oatbs of Allegeance and ſupre- 
as the late Teſt z E 
perſon , while he repreſented\ his Bro- 


tothe World of his Abſolute 

k inder of the 1: 
onde: ſelf; h Dot Is h 

EQ the Teft it ſelf; he repeals his 

#- own. Confirmation of the Teft , ſince he 

ie to.the Crawn , which he offered as the. 

Cleateft Evidetice that he could give of his 

ro maintain, the Proteflent Reli- 

"gion , and by which he gained ſo much upo 
; Parlienen,that he obtained every thing 


ed by himſelf 


Far of Argile, as he \ 


4) xx. IM 
from them thathe deſired of thgm z- till. he 
came ry edeins the Mattersof Religies 
Thisis. gearraprdnar Evidence to aſſure 
bl 


ruth of the. Prince, is not ſo Abſolute as it 
ſeems.he fancies his power to be. 

XIII. Here is not only a repealing of 'a 
great many Lawes , and cſtabliched Oaths 
and Tefts , bur by the. Exerciſe of the Wh- 
ſolute Power/a new O«#b is impoted, which. 
was never pretended to by the Crown in 
any former time ; and as the Oath is created 
by this Ab Power./ ſo it ſtems the 
Abſolute Power mult” be ſupported by 
this Oath ;. ſince. one branch of it , is an 
obligation, to Maintain His Majefly and bs 
Lawfull Succefſars'in the exerciſe of this their 
olute er. and Autbority againſt all 
deadly, which I fappolſcis Scoreb forKortath: 
now to Impoſe 10 hard a yoke as this hs 
ſolutePower onthe SubjeFs,ſeems no ſinall 
ſtretch; but it is a wonderfull exerciſe of it 
to oblige the Subje#z to defend this : it had 

been more modeſt,” if they had been, onT 
"bound to bear itand ſubmit to it ;: but it is 
* 4, texrible thing 10 far to extinguish all the 
remnants of tiurall Liberty , or of a legall 

Government , as to oblige the SubjeRs b 

Oath to maintain the exerciſe of this , whi 

' Plainly muſt deſtroy themſelves : St the 
Thort Fen by the Boweſtri gy of 
Turkey > by ſending orders to men'to 
return in their heads; bein) an exerciſe of #his 
Power / it is alitle hard to make 
men ſwear to majniain ihe King init: nie 
% * 4 , . S. . " t ; 
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that Kingdom has ſuffered ſo much by the 
many Oath that have been in uſe 


them, as is marked in this Preckihiis Is 


am affraid this new Oath will not much 
mend.the matter. 

XIV. Yet after all , there is forme Com- 
fort ; his Majeſty aſſures them, he will uſe 
RO Violece nor force, nor any 
Neteffitp to any man on the gecomnt of bis Per- 
ſuafion : It were. too great a want of re- 
ſpc& to. fancy , that a time. may come in 
which even this may be remembred , full 
as well , as the Promiſes that were made to 
the Parliament after His Majeſty- came to 
the Crown : Ido not, 1 conteſs, apprebend 
that; for I ſee here ſo-greata caution uſed 
inthe choice of theſe words , that it ipplain, 
very great Severities may'very well con- 
fiſt with them: It is clear , that the generall 
words of Vielence and Ferceare to be detEr- 
mined by theſe laſt of Jnvincible Neceſ- 
ſitp / ſo that the King does only promiſe to 
lay no Jnvincidle Necefſitp on his Subjefs ; 
bur for alf Neceſfties, that are.not Invincible, 
it ſeems they. muſt expett to bear a large 
ſhare-of them ;. Diſgraces , want of Im- 
ployments. ,. Fines, and Impriſonments , 
and even Death itſelf are all Vmecible things 
to a man ofa firmneſs of mind : ſo that the 
Violences of torture , the Furies of Dy "R 
and ſome of the Methods now practiled in 
France , _—_ may be Included” within 
this Promiſe*; ſince theſe ſeem almoſt 
binctble to humane nature, if it is not for- 
tified with: an Extraordinary meaſure of 
Grace : but as to all other things , His 
Majeſty binds himſelf up from no mp of 
the Exercift of bis Abſolure Power 'by this 


Theſe Reflexions refer in ſo many places to ſome words in the Proclamations” - 
that it was thought neceſſary to ſet them near one another., that the Readen 
may be able to Fadge, whether he 55 deceived by any falſe Quorations #7 on - 
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-mediately to the Grees wy 9. 2: 
. ter-figned by the Secretary, ere 


Promiſe, | $18 Fs 
_ XV. His Majeſty orders this to-go Ins 4%. 


thro the other Seals : now this 


the Signes is » therewas no ot oe 4 


made but thro the Privy Seal ; of 
own, I have a great curiofity of _— | 
his CharaQter in whoſe handsthe Privy Seat 
1s at ; for it ſcems his Cont | 
not ſo very fupple » as the ellors. 
the Secreraryes are ; but itis vey WOE 
does not quickly change his __ uy 
Seal at lea(t.will-very- quickly.change: ts. 
"Keeper ; and:I am forry to hear. that he 
L. Chancellor and the ' have-not + 
another Brother to fill this paſt ythat ſouhe -_. 
guilrofthe ruin of that Nation , may lie on 
one ſingle Family , and that there maybe no- _ 
others involved in it. \ ae” 
XVI. Upon the whole "matter; | 
ſmaller things being waved , it | 
tream unpleaſant to find fault', where. 
has all poſſible diſpoſitions to pay., | 
ſpeM} we here in England ſee what we | 
look tor. A Parliament in Scoiland was tryed, 
but it proved a little Stubborn z3 and now -. 


Abſolute Power comes to ſet all rights {> 
when the Chak has gone round. , ſothiae 
Noſes are counted , we-may | 
Parliament here , - butif. it chances uhy -- 
toward, and notto | 
then our Reverend I 
Scotland , and will not only tell us of the © 
Kings Imperial Power, but wilt diſcover w f 


withone ; 
e« will copy from 


this new Myſtery of "Bd! 
which we are all bound to: obep ns | 
ſerve. IE 


of 
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| th by the Grace of God, King 


» France and Ireland , De- 
the Faith, &c To all and ſundry 


| En whom theſe ng do or 


; Ow) grvrnery Ki 
= 4 ITE 
Profeſiors thereof, to the 
d dec Trade, waſting of Lands, ex- 
bg of Charlty , contempt of the Royal 
, + cotyerting of true Religion , and 
e Fe GOD, into Avimoſities , Names, 
w, and ſometimes into' Sacriledge and 
[ -And being reſolved #s much as in Us 

; touvitethe Hearts and Aﬀections of Our 


aGhatity, Hare ne hr thoug ie ro Grant, 


ED 

F: -waRgars without Beſer hereb 
z- Do he 

; moaned no ny Loy ye Royal Tolwaties, to hs, = 


ofeffors of the C Religion atter- 
.wuth - and - the ſeveral Condi- 
and Limitations after-men- 
t place , We allow agd MN 
fant, ro Meet in th 


b- E Houſes, and there to hear all ſuch Ki 
be - ascither kaye,. oragreyilling to accept of 


al anerly , end none other , arid 

not any thing ſaid or done contrary 

ell and Peace of Our » Scditious 
, under the -bigheft Pains theſe 
we nor are they to preſume to 
ouſes, or to uſe Out- Houſes or 

z but only to, exerciſe in their Priyate 
, as {aid is : In the mean time, it is Our 
4 Will and Pleaſure, that Field Conventicles, 
1 ſuch as Preach, or Exercife at them, or 
b _ ho zhall avy waye aſlift or connive at them, 
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5 OY 
'By. the King 
*.9 PROCLAMATION. 


jets, toGOD io iow , tous in Loyalty, 
=_—_ Les 


3 1 : rt: 


chall be proſecuted coordingto oy nttwolt See 
vyerity of our Laws Romans = them', ſecing 
from theſe Rendezyouzes of Rebellion, ſo muck 


Diſorder hath proceeded, and fo much Diftur- 
bancetothe Goyernment, and for which after 
this OurRoyal l for tender Conſcien- 
ces there iz mo excuſe In like manner, we 
do; hereby! tolerare Quakers to meet and cxercile 
in their-Ferw, in any Place or Places appoimed 
fortheir Worship. And coolidering the Severe 
and Cruel Lews, made again't Reman Catholicks 
( called Pepifts) in the. Minority of Qur 
Roy Father otGlgriaug Memory,without 
His ent, and contrary tothe Duty of good 
SubjeQts , by His Regents , ad other Enemics 
to their Lawful Soyeraign, Our Royal Great 
Grand Mother Queen Mary of blefſcd and pioug 
Memory ,' where under the pretence of Reli- 
ion, o_y Fora the worſt of Treafons, Fa- 
furpations, and made theſe Laws, 
not as Pardo Enemies '6f G o 1, -but-their 
own; 'Which :Laws bave {till been continucd 
of courſe without defign of executing them { or 
any of - then ad zerrorems only, on Suppofition, 
thar cot relyiwg on- an. External Power, 
were ble of Duty , and truc Allegeance 
totheir Natural. Soverzigns , and Rightful Mo- 
nrcks We of , Our. certain Koowlodge , and 
Tine» wg that the tatbolicks, 
ODT jaci on Good Chriftians, ſo it 
fr'to be dutil 3 and that they have like- 
wiſe on all occaſions ſhewn themiclyes Good 


' and faitbfull Subjets ro Us, and Our RoyalPrede- 


ceſſors, byazarding; an&many of them aQually 
Igfiog t heir Lives end Fortunes, jintheir Defence 
(thoughot anotlierReligion) & the Maintenance 
of their Autbority againſt the Violences anti 
Treaſons of the moſt violent Abettors of theſe 
Law:i: Do therefore with Advice and nes 


of Our Privy Council, by Our $ 
Frerogetive Koyal , and Abſolute RE: 
faid, Suſpend, 6 meant Lorton | 


Y NN, Cons oy Connerions 


y thei 
Religion, but: toenjoy all offcer, Benefices and 
ethers, which we Ns 

them inall tjme coming :-Nevertbeleſs, it is 
Will and Pleaſure, and we do hereby command 


all Cecholicke at their higheſt Pains, ada 


eiſotheir Religions Forsbip in Houſes or 

and that they preſume not to Preach in the open 
Fields, or to invade the Proteſieut Churches by 
force, under the pains aforslaid, to be inflicted 
uponthe Offenders reſpectively z/-nor hall 
preſume to. make Pablick. Proceſſions in the” Hi 
ſreets of any-of Qur. Royal: Barghr, under -the 
Pains above-mentioned. And whereas the: Obe; 
dicnce and Service of Our Good Subjects: is due 
to Us by their Allegiance, and Our: Soveraign- 
ty . and that no Law, Cuſtoraior Conſticution, 


Neath AR ofthe thirdParſiament'ofchull 


ws * G ov s Oo 
" of % Ys , 
ol 


_ 


Charts ; therwenty firſtand 
t 


as concerns the raki 
preſcribed, and all or ory 
ss mentioned , and that in place 'of- 
or {uch of then as' 


Difference in- Religion , or. other Impetiment ghall 


whatſoever, ca exempt or diſcharge the Sub- 
jets from their Native Obligatidosand Duvy to 
the Crown, or hinder Us fiom ProteQing, and 
Employing them, according to their ſeveral Ca- 
pacities, and Our Royal Pleaſure ; norReftrain 
Us from Conferring Heretable Rights and Pri- 
viledges. upon,them ,. or vacate or annul theſe 
Rights Heretable 4 when they-are made or con- 
ferred: And likewiſe conſidering, thatfome Oztby 
are. capable of, being -wreited' by' Men of ſini- 
fſtrous Intentions , 4 practice in that Kingdom 
fatal to Religion as it wasto Loyalty; Dothere- 
fore, with Advice! and Conſene atoreſaid, cofr, 
«mull and Diſcharge, all. Onths whatſoever, by 
which any of Our Subjeditare incapacitated, or 
diſabled: from holding Places, or Offices in Our 
ſaid Kingdom , or” ing their- Hereditary 
Rights andPriviledges, d1{(charging the ſame to 
be taken or given inany timecormng , without 
our ſpecial Warrant and Conſent, under the 
pains due to the contempt of Our Royal Com- 
mands and Authority. And to this effect, we do 
by Our Royal Authority eforefiid , flop, diſable, 
and diſpenſe with a!l Laws cojoyning the ſaid 
Qaths, Ss, or any ofthem, icularly the 
firt AR of the firſt Seſſion of the firft Parliament 
of King Charles the Second; the eleventh Act of the 
forclaud Sellion of the foredhid Partiamevt; the 


; n | 
POWER and 


Mora of Oce ec Kaakoſen <q 


inoge Merey, Give Our ample od full 
nity to all thoſe of 'the Rowen: Cutholick 
Religion , for all things by thens dont | 


to Uur Laws or Aﬀty of Partianment , — 4 


timepal, relating to their "RA? 
$hi Exerciſe thereof, of for] 
it, or Treffickers, tor hearing ,6r 
Maſs, Nr of Prieſts or Jeſuits ,be6ed 
their Children Catholicks-at home or ” 
or any other thing , Rite or Dodtrine , faid, 
r{ormed , or maintained by them , or any. 
them: And likewiſe, for holding or 
Places, Employ meats, or Offices, contrary to 
Law or Conſtitution, Advices giver ro Us, or 
Our Council, Actions done, of ' any 


ag paſormzed or ſaid againfl the known Laws", 
k 


t Our Ancient Kingdom : Ex al 
ways from this Our Royal Indemaity ,/all Murs 
devs, 
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pl MAGS A aa Sad ians” - abt oy 
© BL RSASHS | 
my oper pt eonang 
be ; | amd free Poſſeſſion 
.of io that belialf in all cime coming, 
And We will.imploy -indifferently all our 
Arm er wndrnteaay ng ron pe | 
to any Di ment on the account of his Reli- 
if they had Our Royal Pardon gion, but be advanced, andeſteemed by Us, ac- 
# under Qur Gree: Sec! of that Ki . cording to their ſeveral 'Capacitieyand Qualifi- 
i ityiogOur ) cations, {olong = We find'C and Uni 
maintained. Andif any Anim shell ariſc, 
a We in God ce will not, We"will 
shew the fevereſt Effet of Our Royal Diſplen- 
ſure againſt the Begianers or Fomenters thercof, 


to. of- them, whoſe | ity, 
Wealth and Safety , is' & much Our Ropa Care, 
that we wil] leave notbing undone which may 
procure theſe B fortherm. Andlaſtly, to 
the End all Our Subjefts may have Notice | 
of this Our Royal Will and Pleaſure, we do , 
command, Our Lyo»King at Arms, and | 
dis Brethera Heraulds, Macers, Parſevancs and 
Meſſengers at Arms, to make timous Proclema- 
4on thereof at the Mercat Croſs of Edinburgh; | 
ge- And beſides the Printing and Publishinig ' of this 2 
Qur Royal Proclamation , it is Our expreſs Will 
and Pleaſure, that the ſame be peſt under the great | 
think fittodeclare, that it never was Sel of cher Our. Kingdom - per ſaltim, without cy ; 
ple; nor. will We eyer'ſuffer Vio- paſſing any other "Seal or Regiſter. In Order _ 
oa0y Mans. Conſcience, nor þ- nat _ ar oath a pry de oe 
Et. force-,..or Necefji ncellary ,and their Deputgs for writing t 
=: nr oper i roms of his Per P ſame, and-to.Our Chencellor for cauſing ds Drove 1 
994.2 0p he rg but will proate& Seal aforcſeid ,to be appended thereunto, a ſuffi- 
Our Pubeps and other Miniſters in their Fun cient Warrand: ; | 
- » " Qions, Kightsand Properties, and all. Qur Pro- Given «! Our Court at Whitebal the twelfth dey of 
'. - veflane Subjefts in the tree Exerciſe of their Prove- Febr. 168. end of Our Rej ob wot uh | 
ion ig the Churches. — tas Wh will, | By His Majefties: _ 
Promiſe, on. Our Royal Word, to NE FORT: 
Peſſeſſers at Church Lauds formerly God fave the King. 
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perial: of Abjolyte Powyr to which on the Divine Auth ode oa! 
elf the: e rv ia hey ibn ror «hd tobe del ed 1s Els Kijefly, it racine 
of thee Gfahing {ds wel Cc ved in Englon as'it 


Containing ſome 


REFLECTIONS. 


On His MAJESTIES 


DECLARATION 


LIBERTY of CONSCIENCE 


PROSE Dat the Fourth CR ho. 
Thank you for the Fayonr of ſending f Laws ſet forth in the Preamble Ind 
me the late Deelaration yy His i of this Declaration; whereas thoſe 
> m4 words are not to be found here : forinſtead 
—_— of repe the Laws, His Ma Majeſty Fo 4 
find it by this only to uſpend them; om 
nt from the” Feore Pattern'; for I fe&this amoun dy Wo JR HER 
i—— that it was to de ſetto the fecond confeſſed that as þ wo 


part of the ſame tune * nor can I ſte why fince the Abſolute Now, to which His Me- 
the Penners of 'this haye funk ſo much in jefty pretends in Scoeland, is not founded 'orf 


their ſtile; for I ſuppoſe the fame men ben- fach r thi 2s Law; for that would 
ned doth Lenpegid 40 Heve (een the Im. fook asif it were the gift of the re 


land: and the pretention to- Abſolute Power * 

great a thing , that—fince-His-Mey 

| —_— fir once to claim it» heis litrle 
1 


in his Language; eſpecially ſince both theſe 
Declargiong-have appearedyin our Ggxettes ; 
thatas we ſec what is dane in Scotland, we 


now from hence what ig in ſome peoples 
hearts, afi& what we rtryexpett in England. 
T 1, His Majeſty tells his people 


__ Injoyment of their Property | 
in any Caſe invaded by bim fince bis coming to 
the Crourmn. -This .is indeed mayer of great 
Incourggenientto all: good SuleRs ; tor it 
" tetsthera ſee, that ſach Invations , as have 
' been made on Properiy, have” been done 
without His Meajefties knowledge: 10 that 
nodoubt the continuing to levp-the- $. 
* and the Additional Exciſe (which had been 

| _ only during the late Kings Life,) bc- 
| for 


e the Parliament could mect to renew the 
Grant, was dbne without His Maſeſties 
knowledge; the many Violences commit- 
ted not only by Soldiers , but Officers, in all 
the Parts of England, which are ſevere In-* 
vaſiong on Property, have been all:withour 
His Mopfiies knowled e; and fMcetherfrit * 
Branch of Property is the Right that a man ' 
has to his Life, the ſtrange Eſſay of Mabo- 
metan Government , that was Shewed at Taun- 
tow; and the. no leſs (trange proceedings of 
'the preſent Lord Chancellour , in his Circuit 
after the Rebellion (which are very juſtly 


led His Compagney it was an open Aft of 
Falty to all Law) and for which and:other 
Services of the like nature it.is believed 
he. has had the reward of the Greas Scal., and 
i Executions of thoſe, who have lett their 
wrss Which being angel. go ne Lawy 
37en0 othet thay fo many Murders; all thelc, 
Thy re as. we are ſure, Inyalions.on 
Property; but fince the King *ells us, that 
no tack Invaſion have been made ſince; he 
me. £9the, Crown , we muſt conclude thay 

; ings have fallen out without þ 


t 


ets a ta : » [11 e1Mme, 
be has GAN >0ke ON this Nas. 
JERASAT nyt upen the whole Property 


that che 
Rein <6 


2) 


of the Nation in groſs , one muſt conclude, - 
that eventhis is done without His Atxyefttes 


+ knowledge. 
to thoſe that make hingfall ſomuch 


III. His Majeſly expreſſes his Charity for 
us ina kind wish , that we were all Members of 
the Cagbolick Church; in return to which we 
offer up daily our moſt earneſt prayers for 
him, that he may become a Member of 
the eruly*Cmbolick Churet- "for Wishes "utid” 
Prayers do no hurt on no fide : but His Ma- 
Joſt adit's that is bus ever been bis Opinion , 
that Conſcience ought not tobe conflrained , nor 
people forced in matters of meer Rgligion. We 
arevery happy if:this continues to be always 
his ſenſe : but we are ſure in this he is- no 
obedient Member of that which he means by 
the Catboljck Church : tor it has over and over 

ain decreedthe Extirpation of Hereticks. It 
encourages Princes to it, by the Offer of the 
Pardon of their Sins; it threatens them te 
it, bydenouncing to.themmot only the Judg- 
ments of God , but'that which ismore ſen- 
ſible, the loſs of their Dominions :- and it 
kems they intend to make us know that part 
Of their DoQtrine. even before we come to + 
feel it, ſince tho ſome of that ion 
would -take away the* Horrar- which the 
Fourth Council of the Lateran gives us , in 
which theſe things were decreed, by denying 
itto be a Generul Council, and rejeQiing the 
Authority of 'thoft Canons , yet the moſt 
learned of all the Apoflates that hgs fallen to 
them from our Church , has ſo lately given 
upthis:Pleaz. and has ſo formally acknow- 
lodges the Authority of that Council , and of 
its » that it ſeems they think they are 
bound to this piece of fair dealing, of warn- 
in asbefore hand of our Danger 1t is true 
Bellormin layes, The does nod always exc 
cute ber Power 'of depofing Heretical Princes, 
tho he WS 6 retains it; one reaſon that he 
afligns , is , $ecauſe she is not at all times able to 
pus is in execution : 10 the. ſame reaſon may 


perhaps make L appear phe ex= 
tirpate Heretichs ,, br e that. at preſent * 
mae HT dage-;, but the Right remains cn- 


tire zand-.i$ put in execution in ſuch an unre= 
lenting manner in all places where wy Re- 
Sr 


FP 


ligion prevails, that it has a very il] Grace ,to 
ce any Member of that Church ſpeak in this" 
ſtrain : and when neither the Policy of France, 
nor the Greatneſs of their Monarch, nor yet 
the Intereſts of the Emperouy joyned to the 
Gentleneſs of his own temper, could with- 
ſtand theſe Bloody Councils, thatare indeed 
parts ofthat Religion , we can ſec no_reaſon 
to induce us to believe, that a Taleravion of 
Religion. is propoſed with aty other deſign 
but either to divide us, or to lay'us afleep, 
rill it is time to give the Alarm tor deſtroy- 


Ing us. 

iv. If all the pr yrs, that _ 45 
v*d inthe laft four Reigns, for bringing the 
jeRs of this Kingdom to 4 Unityin R igien bave 
been ineffetual , as His Maj. ſays ; we know 
to whom we owe both the firſt beginnings 
and the progreſs of the Diviſions among cur 
ſelvesz the Gentleneſs of 9. Eliſaber's Go- 
yernment, and the numbers of thoſe that 
adhered to the Church of Rome , made ir ſcarce 
poſlibleto put an'end to that Party during her 
Reign, which has been ever ſince-reſtlefs, 
and has had credit cnough at Cot during 
the three laſt Reigns, not only to ſupport 1t 
ſelf, but to diſtraft us, and to divert us 
from apprehending the danger. of being 
ſwallowed up by them, by fomenemg' our 
own Differences., and by letting on either 
2 Toleration ,, Or a Perſecution , as ithas hap- 
ned to ſerve their Intereſts. Itis not ſd very 
long ſince, that nothing was to'be heard at 
Cours but the ſupporting the Church of En- 
glerd, and the Extirpating all the Noneonfor= 
miſts : and it were, cafy to namethe perfons, 
if it wexedecent ,'rhat had this eyer ifitheir 
Mouths; but now all is'tarned rowtnd 
the Church of England is*in Diſgrace; 
now the.Encouragment of Trade , 'the 
of the Nation, and the Freedom of 'Cohſcitnce 
iff jn Vogue, that wete fuch odious 
Ry w years ago”, that the 

| s en 
man with gems kwatd \ im the 
mp's Service, while ſach' Methods are 
Tp" and the Govetnment-is aSin an A- 
gue, divided between hot and cold fits, no 


) , 
\- if Laws [a unſteadily executed have M 


failed of their effeQ. — 
V. There is a good reſerve here left fr © 
Severity. when the proper Opportunity to ſet © 
it on preſents it {elf : for his Majefly De- - 
clares himſelf only againſt the ſorcing of wen 
in mae"s of meer Religion: 10 that w cnfoe-! 
ver "Keligion and Poticy cometobe fo in-; 
terFoven , that meer Retigion isnot the Eaſe," 
and that Publick Safety may be pretended, 
then this Declaration is to be no more Clai” 
med: ſothatthe faſtning-any thin the” 
ProteftantRgligion,that is inconſiſtent with the! 
Publick Peace , will be pretended. to'shew- 
that they arg not perſecuted for meer Relhe . 
gion. In France, when it was reſolved to 
extirpate the Proteſtants, all the Diſcourſes 
that were written on that SubjeQ were full 
of the Wars occaſiofied by thoſe of the Re- 
ligion in the laſt Age, tho 2s theſe were the 
beppy Oceaiogs of bringing the Houſe of 
Bourbon to the Crown, they ha tended: - 
above 89. years 1g0, and there had'not Net. 
f much'asthe'tcaft Tumatr raiſed by thbt 
theſe $0, years pat: ſ thatthe French, who 
have {marted under this Severity , could not 
be charged with the leaſt Infrattion of 'the 
Law : yet Stories of a hundred years ; 
were raiſed up'to inſpire into the 'King 
Apprehenfionsof them, which have 
ced- the” terrible effeQs thatare viſible tq 
theWorld.  There'is another Expreſſion 
this Declaration, which lets us likewiſe 
with what Caution the Offers of Favour 
now worded , that ſq there may be an Qec 
LI YE the Time, atid © 
undure Shall” be'favontabte” to break: 
hol eee? © ther RAVE 
ke” eſpecial "Care that nothi preache 
raught wry doen, which may any Laos 
alienate the Hearts of our Poe from us or 
Government, This init (elfis very'r 
ble; and Could admit 6 no Excepdot 
We ha# notto do with a ſer of mm ,- wh 
our Misfortunetave ſ6 mach Cr6 
with His Majefly, and'whowtH be no 
lodged inthe Power to which they prete 
than they will make-every thing that i$ 
A 2 ' preached 


'S 


ed afainft Popery pas for that which ys TE to review all the Penal Laitrs, 
may i ſome manner alienate thy SubjeSx from ghe either with relation to Paprftr, or to Diſſen- 
ters: but 1 will take the wy neſs to add one 
| . M4 efty makes ms doubt of the Con- thing, that the Kings po of Laws 
ent nk Yes of Parliament, when ſtrikes at the root of this: whole Srotrmmens, 
bet i convenient for them to meet, The and ſubverts it quite : for if there isany thing 
1 of Kings arc unſearchable ; "W char certain with relatioa to the  Exglzib b Governe 
it is a little roo preſumptuous to. look into. ment » it is this, that the Executive Power of the 
His Majefties Secret Thoughts: but accord- Lew & entirely in the King ; and the Law to 
adgnents thas we would make fortiſy him in the Management of it has 
oughts by their Aftions, clothed him with a vaſt Prerogative,. and 
one would be tempted to think; that His made it unlawful upon any preterice what- 
ENG made ſome doubt of it, rice his AF- ſoever to refilt him; whereas on the other 
| hk .at home and abroad could not hand,the Legiflative Power.is not ſo entitely in 
| oth e worſe, if & appeared that there were the ty ,but that the Lords and Commons have 
petfe& underſtanding between Him and his Hate] in it, thatno Lewcanbe either 
Parliement , and that .his People were ſup- hes: repealed, or *which is all one ſuſpended, 
porting him with tresh. Suppl 5a pac this Howſe but by their conſent : ſo that the plackg this 
of Commons is ſo much at his Devotion, that Legiflative Power (ingly in the King » is a ſub- 
all the world ſaw how "had they were to verlion of this whole Government ; litice the 
ory Une hing. that he cauld deſire of Eſſence of all Governments cofliſts iri the 
» till 5 TP the Magk with oo es of the Legiſlative Authority; Ads 
G 


Elrion _ e that time the wwlence or Injuſtice, committed in the 
2 the Cloſetting, and the Exc part , are ſuch things that all Prgnces 
s this has been taken to. gain Members, being ſabjcet to them, the peace of nian- 


- by Promiſes niade to ſome, and the Dis- king were very .ill ſecurediif it were notun- 
races of others, would make one a. little lawful-to.reflt upon any pretence taken 
| to think, that ſome doubt wes made of from any i! fgipirariont)in which ox the 
ſs nctrycs But ne f erraegery's whch L away - Repheful We the FaQs 
| of His Mgjefties mentis rtain, and at worlt the 
F- we cannot fathom it, -and- thi mult al 4 be more ance hams Aer pri 
We ct carinot gueſs what bis Doubts or his vate Op - or injunies wharſde 
tes are. It is true , the words that pat the: total Subverfion of a phony 
Eone aſter inridte or uo flew 4 little, CES comorary to the Truft oc P ren 
which are , en: Hu Majeſty it comw- tO Lince W eto cx : Wi 
| for them 10mert: for the i of put men Rada Aero Br qui- 
is ſeems plain,that his M#j. is r ved .that ries: - hich wil turn, tor the on 
Shall never meet, till hereceives ſuch of th == [cx may, to ſuch a. 
in a new round of Cloſetting, that doubtful anddeſperat 
MN. Iwitt 


be put out of doubt ang anayrl VHE- IE there is wy thing in in which, the 
Aral w/o ho Exerciſe of the. Leg ower fu lo: 


Liberty of Con | » it rey fe Carbs 1 f Alleg! 
indf be fer for in it to.a rom = .T » that are Sy 
#s; for there is ſcarce rx pln tr men either co-be 


2 with relation to on». Or Poli rotecion-of the Law , -qy 
ds a greater variety Tart for Ke Sore In the Government ; for in theſs the 
jon: and I make no doubt to ſay, that Security of the Government is chieflyeon- 
ere is abundance of Reaſon to' 0 = & cerned; and therefore the total CO 


(5) 


ot theſe, as it is not only a op rang of 
them, bur & plain repealing of chem, fo it 
is a Subv.rting of the whole Foundation of 
our Government; For the Regulation that 
King and Parliament had ſer both for the Sub- 
jects having the Protection of the Stare by 
the Oath of Allegeance , and for a share in 
laces of truſt by the Teſts, is now pluckt 
4s the roots; when it is declared, that theſe 
thall not a: any time hereafter be required to be 
taken, or ſubſcribed by any perſons whatſoever:for 
it 1s plain, that this is no Saſpenſion of the 
Law, buta formal Rypeal of it, 1n as plain 
Words as can be conceived. 

IX. His Majefty ſays , that the Benefit of 
the Scrvice' of all bis Subjefts is by the Law 
of Naturs Inſeparably annexed to and inherent 
in bis Sacred Perſon, It is fomewhar (trange , 
that when ſo many Laws , that we all know 
are ſuſpended, the Law of Nature, which is 
ſo hard ro be found out, should be cited; 
buc the Penners of this Declaration had 
þ.{ let #644 Law lie forgotten among the 
reſt ; for there is a ſcurvy Paragraph itt it » 
coacerning ſelf Preſervation, that is le 


of my able Gloſfes. Ir is hard'to 
tell w on of the Law of Nature has 
markt out Either ſuch a Form of Government, 


or ſuch « Family forit. And if His Majeſty 
renounces his- Pretenfions to our Altegeance 
as founded on the Laws of England , and be- 
takes himſelf to this Lew of Nature, he will 
—_ fiad the Counſel was alittle roo rash;; 

ro make the moſt of this that can be, 


the Law of Nations Or Nature does indeedal- pared 


low the Governours of all Societies 3 Power 
to ferve themſelves of every Member of it it 
the caſes of extream Dangers but no Law 
of Nature that has been yet heard of will con- 
elude , that if by ſpecial Laws, a ſort of men 
have been diſabled from all [mployments, 
that a Prince .at his Corgnarion Swore 
to maintain thole Laws , may at his pleaſure 
extinguish all theſe Difbilities, © 
* X. Arthe end of the Declaration,o ins 
Poſtſcript, His Majeſty aſſures his 'Subjets, 
thar he will maintain them in their Properties , 
« well in Church and Abbey Lands, « ouber 


mY 


Lands; but the Chief of wt cheir" 

be ng the sHare that rhey hive bycherr: 
preſcentatives mthe rents Taper this Oe 
claratiin, which  throthat , Abcs rea 
Evidence thar the reſt will be maintained” 
and to ſpeak p'/ainly , when a Coronation Ons 
is ſo little remembred, other Promiſes maylk- 
have a proporrioned of Credit'g 
ro thea : as for the Lands, the 
ing them trom the Church is accordingtoth 
Principles of that Religion Secriledge ; and. 
that is « Mortal Sin, and there can no 
lution be given to any whocontinue in it! 
ſo this Promiſe bring an Obligation to 
tain men in 2 Morte Sin, is | and void of 
jr ſelf : Church: Lands are alfo '©c: 4 
the DoQtrine of their Cazonmifts {ſo immmedial 
ly Gods Right , that ——_ hrenſelf is'© 

the Adminiſtraror and Diſpencer , but js r 
the Maſter of then ; he can indeed make 
track for God, or lerthem fo how, *thatGor 
shall be an eaſy Landlord; bur be 
ter Gods Property , nor he Righe 
that is in him to Sacrilegious Leymen ad Hi" 


reticks, . | 
Xi One ofthe Effects of this Dyclarationy 
will bethe ſecting on foor anew run of Adg- 


drefſes over the Nation: for there'is nothing 


how Impudent end baſe ſoeyer\, of which the 
abject flatrery of a Slavizh Spitir is-notiet. 
pable. It muttbe confeſt , ro rhe ch c 


the Age, that all thoſe trains of 4 
mongthe Romans, that Tacitus lets forth-1 
ſo mach juſt Scorn , S—— , 
to what this Nation has produ f 
theſe ſeven years : only if our Flattery* bi 
come short of the Refinedneſs of the ", 
ir has exceeded theirs as much in ityk 
Fulfomnefs. The late 


ow, in which he gave the _—— 
aurances poffible ot his adhering ro the C 

of England ,, 2nd” to the Religion effablibid 4 
Law, and of his Reſolution to "requeſt 
Parliamens ; tpon which the w 

fell as it were turesbt Joyand Fl 
tery: 'bur tho he lived foar Years afrerthai 


he called no Peliamem x notwithitand 
the Lav for Trimnial Parliaments: and th 


»> 


pre Bak in,bis Name » have ſufticient- 

py ahewed., that he was equaly ſincere in 
both theſe Afdurances that he gaye, as well 
{an that Relating to,Keligion » as in thar other 
'Relatiog to Frequent Parliaments ; yet upon 
| Death a new let of Addreſſes appeared » in 
Which all that Flattery could Invent was 
=—_ he forth, in the mendations of a 
*Prince, to whole Memory the greateſt kind- 
\neſs can be done, is 80 forget him: and becauſe 
his preſent Myjefy upon his coming to the 
& gave ſome very general Promiſe of 
Main gining the Church of England, this was 
S ied zo ſo Extravagant a ftrgin, as if ir 


Secur er than any that the 
d give xt 4 the r that the 


ſucceeding Ages; it is time 
5 weary, and be- 


. The Nonconſormi/s are ow invited 
ſct.gn . .* 
ye valued themſelyes hitherto upon their 


{4 Church of England, for ſome fmmall 
af hk » 2. , & 
d daches to A in a few Ceremonies , are 


1 " - 
S-= 3 
, - 


W rejoy ct 
ut inſt are [rrp /p "4 
ance enjoy a preſents an ing pleaſure 
.4© Ny on LOWS It is nz/ural far all 
men to loveto be ſet at caſe, eſpecially.in the 
mayers-of their Conſciences; bur it is viſt- 
that thoſe who allow them this fayour, 


$% 


oc it wich , butthat under a 
Pretence of a Genera! Toleration, they may 
antroduce a Religion whi erſecute all 


Boſe igation of thofe who 
A037 Cou vfeaae good] alog ipe 
10 that js more promiling,, than the eng3- 


g*? = 
» -# - 


en 15 Il 
Death , and ibe .Papers printed 


) 
will be more laſtirg than thoſe that vere 
made ſome time 2go to the Church of England, 
who had botha becter Title in Law and grea- 
ter Merit upon the Crown to aſſure them that 
they should be we!luſed than theſe can pre- 
tend to. The Nation has ſcarce forgiven 
ſome of the Church" of fn the Perſecution 
into which they have ſuffered themſclyes to 
be. colened : tho now that they ſee Popery 
barefaced , the Stand that ng Ave made, 
and the yigorous Oppoſition that they have 
given to it, is that which makes all men wil- 
ing to forget what is paſt, and raiſcs again 
the Glory of a Church that was not a little 
ſtained by the Indiſcretion and Weakneſs of 
thoſe , that were too apt to believe and hope, 
and ſo ſuffered themſelves ro be made a .Pro- 
perty to thoſe who would now make them a 
Sacrifice. The Sufferings of the Nonconfor- 
miſis, and the Fury tha: the Popsb Party ex- 
preſſed againſt them, had recommended 
them ſo much.tothe Compiſſions of the Na- 
tion, and had giyen them ſo juſt apretenſion 
tofayour in a better time, that it will look 
likea curſe of God upon them , if a few men, 


' whom the Court has gained to. betray them, 


can have ſich an ill Influence upon them as 
to make them throw away all that Merit, and 
thoſe ,Compaſſions which their Sufferings 
have procuredthem; and to go and dourt the 
whoare only ſeemingly kind to thetn , that 
they may deftroy both them and us, They 
muſt remember that as zthe Church of England 


is the only Eſtablichment that our Religion | 


has by Law ; ſoit is the main body of the Na- 
tion, and all the $:F; ate but ſmall and ſtrag- 


ling parties: and if the Legal Settlement of 


the Church is diſſolved , and that body is once 
broken, theſe lefſer bodies will be all at 
Mercy: and it is an eaſy thing to define what 
the Mercies of the Churchof | Reme are. 

X11. Buttho it muſt be confeſſed ,* that 


rations, toreceiyeeyery thing that givesTheth 
preſgor eaſe, With a little tqo mych kindneſs; 
lince they lie expoſed to wany ſevere Las, 
of which they have ot lare felt che —__ Ve- 


the Nonconformiſts are ſtill un; frag emp- 


ry heavily , and as they are men, an ng 


{9 it is no wonder if upon ſurpr1 » an ie 

the Declaration , t i delig $ve '& Sentence in his | 

to ſee the Church | C24 iryal, or 
vices and Submiſſions to the Courr, ſo 'much* and 'becaule one of, the Greateft 
motrified by it; fo that taking all together it wouid not break their Oatbs, 8 


contradictee 
lies upon this occaſion. - Yet.,on the other thew , oy #4 what a pitch this js like 10, be 
'A br dre $osiem oe 4, UE £4 gucipetougoa ON LN18 $44 
of the Church of Englaxd ,, elpecially thoſe p* Coprtoto tell what Tudg COMIN 
whoſe Natures we know are {o patticularly without carryir| lou a 
sharpned'in- the pvinc of Perſicurion, chiefly. one may ſafely conclude, that they: WV 
when it is te. elled againſt the Diſſevrersz re- depart lo far from their firſb veiom , Us 
joyce at this Declaration , and make Addreſies to have any regard, either to our Religions 
upon it.. Itis bard rorhiokthat they have at- or our Laws, or Liberries, ip any thi he) 
tained too bigh 4 pitch of Chfiſti ) Charity, » do. If all this were acted by avowed Pepi 
as to thank thoſe who do' now delpirefully uſe as we are ſurtit is projected by ſuch , there 
them, and that as an earneſt that within a lietle + were nothing Extraordinary in it ; but t 
while they will perſecute thern. This will be which carries our [ndignation & little too fa: 
an Original; and a Maſter piece in Flattery, to be eably governed, is to ſee ſome Prete 
which muſt needs draw the laſt degrees of | Proteſtants, and a few Birhops,' among thoſ 
Contempt on ſuch as are capable of 10 abjet thatare the fatal Inflruments of pulling down 
and fordida Compliance, and that notonly the Church of » 2nd that thoſe Merc 
from all the true Members of the Church narics Sacrifice their Religion and their Churc# 
England, but likewiſe from thoſe of the Church © totheir Ambition and Intereſts ;this has ſuc 
of Rome it (elf; for every man is apttoeſteem * peculiar Charaters of Misfortune upon i 
an-Eaemy. that is braye even in his Misfor- that it ſeems it is not enough if we perialf: 
runes , 43 ruch as he deſpiſes thoſe 'whoſe withour pity , ſince we fall by that hand thas 
minds fink with their Condition, For what we have ſo much ſupported and z but 
is it that theſe men would thank the King 5 we muſt becomethe Scorn of all vrld 
Is it becauſe he breaks thoſe Laws that fince we have produced ſuch an unnatur! 
are made intheirFavour, and for their Pro- Brood , that even while they are pretend 
teftion: and is now ftriking at the Root! of tobethe Sons of the Church of —_ 
all the Legal Settlement that they have for cutting their Mo:ber's Throat : and not 
their Religion? Or is it becauſe that at che ſame tent with 7audas's Crime, of > Þ 
time = King proteſles aReligion that con- Maſter , cad biagkies, while they aret 
demns his Supremacy , yet he is'not contemed traying him into the hands of othiers ; the 
with the Exerciſe of it as it is warranted by carry their Wickedneſs further , and 
Law. but carries it ſo far as to erect a Court Hail Mother, and then they themſelves 3 
contrary'to the expreſs words of ® Law that Ther her.” IF after amthis we were attede 
was ſo lately made : That Coure takes care to bear this as Chriflianr, and to ſuffer 
to maintain a due proportion between "their Subjets ; if we were ired inPatience t 
Conflitution and all their proceedings , that ſo polleſs our own Souls , to bein Cha 
all may be of apiece, and all equally contra-- with our Enemies; and which is more;to 
ryto Law. They have ſuſpended one Bizhop, give our Falſe Brabren , who add Treiches 
only becauſe he would not 4do' that which "to their Hatred ; the Exhortation were 
was not in his Power todo : for fifice there ſonable,..and indeed a little neceſſary g-&& 
isno Extrajudiciary Authority _ a -bumane Nature cannot ©eafily take” d& 
Biyhop can no more preceed to a ce thipgsof ſuch a hard digeſtion; butto'tel 
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ve muſt make Addreſics , and offer Thanks 


(8 


POSTSCRIPT, 


is ©{ofult'slittle too much upon Heſerefl 


ingur > andhe that can believe 
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bs 'S populus bie wwlt decipi decipiatur, 


what is here frepoſod makes menbecome 
ſo far wiſe asto be achamed of what they 
hawe done, and is a meansto keep them 
from carrying their Conrtship further 
than good word? , this Paper will not 


come tos (ate. 
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To Mr. Henry Payne's . 


Concerning His Majeſty's. - 


DECLARATION of INDULGENCE, -- 


Writ tothe Author of the Lerterto A Diſenter. 
- & lake Burwortr 


M*, Payne, Le 
Rg) Cannot hold asking you ; how-:much Afency you had, fromthe H4. 
ter of the Paper, which you | to e-Hfwer : for as you have the 
- character of a man that deales with bothy hands, ſo this is writ in fuck 
| BAR 2 manner as to make one think you were hired to it, by the Adverſe 
Re SEA Party ; but it has been indeed fo ordinary to your Friends, to write 
in this manner of late, that the Cenſures upon it are divided, both fall heavy: ſomeſuſ- 
pe their'Sincerity othersaccuſe them for want of a right Underſtanding; "for tho all 
are not of rhepitch of the /risb Prieſts Reflections, on the Bp of Bath and Falls" sSex+ 
mon , which was indeed 1rish double refined ; yet both in your Books of Controvet- 
ſy, and Policy, andeven in your Poems, you ſeen to haveentred intoſuch an inters 
mixture with rhe {5h , that the thread all over is Linſey-woolſey. You acknowledge 
that the Gentleman whom you anſwer has a Polite Pex, - and that his Letter is an[nge- 
ni0us paper , and made np of well- Compoſed Sentences and Periods, Yet T bdieve he will 


hardly return yon your Complement, - If # was well writ, your Party wants cither, 


Men or Judgment extreamly, in allowing you this province of anſwering it, If the 
Paper did you ſome hurt, you had better havelet 'the Town be a litlepleaſed with it 


for a while ; and have hoped that aHitle time or ſome” new paper (tho one of its forces * 


is ſcarce'to be expeRed) Should have worn it ours then to/ give it anew luſter:by 
ſuch an Anſwer. | | 

The Time of the Difenters Swfferings, which you lengthen out to27 jears,will hard- 
ly amount to ſeven, For rhe long Intervals it had, inrhelaft Reigw, are not forgot: 
and thoſe who animated the lateſt and 'ſevereſt of their ſufferings are ſuch; - that in 
good manners you ought not to refle& on their ConduCt. © Opiuns is as certain a poijew, 


' tho not ſo violent, as Sublimate ;' and if more corroffoee Medicines didinotwork, the 


Deſign is the ſame , when ſoporiferans ones are uſed : ſince'theParjentis to be killed 
both ways: andit feems thatall that isin debate is, which is thefafer:. the accepting 


| a preſentcaſe whentheill intent with which it is offered, is Viſible, is juſt as wiſe an 1 
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aQtion, as totake Opiams to lay a fall Piemper when one may concludefrom the 
doſe , that he will never come out. of the Sleep..”So that after all; ir is plain.on which 
ſide the Madneſs lies, "The Diſſenters for a lictle preſent eaſe ; to be enjoyed at Mercy, 
muſt concur to break down all our-hedges, ot lay.us open to that Devouring 
Power , before which nothivg eh tind Jha wit t worsbip it. 

"that for whichpyou reppoach the Church of. Eng/and amounts to this, that 

a few good words, fould not perſuade her to deſtroyther ſelf; andtoSacrifice her Re- 
Ggiaw and the Laws to a that never has donenar ever can do the King half-the 
ſervice that she has rendred him. There are ſome ſorts of propoſitions that a man 
does not know bow to anſwr': nor would he be thought Ihprarefull whoafter he had 
received ſome Civilities from a perſon ro whom, he had done great ſervice , could not 
be prevailed with by thdſe {6 far to ſpare bim his Witg or his/Daughrer. le muſt 
_ a peculiar degree. of confidence to ask things, that are above the being either 
askt or granted. "Our. Religion and our Government are matters that are not to be parted 
with to shew our good breeding : and of all men living you ought not to pretend to 
Good Manners, os talk as you do, of the Oppreſſion of the laſt Reigy. When the 
Kiy”s Obligations'tohis Brother, and-the $hare that be had in his Comncils, are conſi- 
dered ; the reproaching his Government , has ſo i!] a grace, that you are as Indecent in 
= Flatteries as Frjurious in your Reflections. And by this gratitude of yours tothe 

emory of the late King , the Charch of Bains may. ealily Infer , how long all her 
Services would be remembred , even ifshe had done all that was deſired of her. 

. I would fain know which of the Brethren f the Diſſenters in forreigne Countries ſought 
their Relief from Rebellion, The Germans Retormed bythe Authority of their Princes, 
ſo didthe Swedes, the Danes, and like wiſe the Swirſers. In France they maintained 
the Princesof the Blood againſt the League : andin Holland the Quarrell was for Civil 
liberties; Proteſtant and Papiſt concurring equally init, You mention Holland as an 
Inſtance that Liberty and Infallibility can dwell together : fince Papiſts there shew that 
they can be friendly neighboxrs , to thoſe whons they think in the wrong :.. It 1s very like 
theywauldbe fill fo in Exglend, it they were under the Iash of chelaw , and fo were 
upon their good behaviour,theGoverment being {till againſt them:and this has ſo good 
an effect in Holland, that I hope we $hall-never depart from the Darch. Pattern: ſome can 
be-very Humble Servants that would prove Imperious Maſters. You ſay that Force is 
ouronly Swpporter : but tho there is no force of our {ideat preſent, it does not appear 
thatweareinſuch a tottexing condition , asif wehad no Swpporrer left us. God and 
Truth are of our {ide : and the indiſcreet uſe of Force, when ſer on by our Enemies, 
has rather undermined than ſtipported us. | But you have takenpains'ta make us grow 
wiſer, and to let us fee 'our Errors, which js perhaps the only obligation that we 
eweyou;' and we are {o'fen{ible of it, that without examining what your Intentions 
may have been in it we heartily thank you for it. | 

-. I d-notconiprehend/whatyour quarrell, is at the /quinting Term of the next heir , 
ds-you-call it ; tho: I'do not wonder that /qwinring comes,in your mind whenſoever 
you think of HER; for all people look /qwint at that which troubles them; and 
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the yext heir 15 NO t men , than it is affiftion :- * 
all the pains that you take to repreſent fred ware mee Lerbraany 1a 
that credit with s that isdue to the Infinuarions of an Enemy. It is very true , 


that as she was bred up in our Church, She adheres to it ſo Eminently ,”"as 16 tnake / 
her 40 be tiow vur chief Ornament as we hope $he will be once our main Defence.” If 


_— , 


: by the firifteſt form of our Church you mean an Exemplary Piety,and a shini Comver- 
bo As have given her true CharaFer : Bur your og ics other ex to make 


mal : But as the Gentleneſs of her nature is ſuch, that none but thoſe who'are Þ 
guilty, thatall mercy to them would be a Crime, can apprehend any th tis ter- 
ible, from her, ſo as for the Diſſeaters, her going ſo conſtantly to th > and 
Feench Churches shews,' thar she car very well endure their Aſſemblies , at the fame 
timethar she prefers, ours. She has alſo too 6ften expreſſed her diſlike at the heats thar 
have been kept up _— us concerning ſuch Inconſiderable Differences, to paſs for 
a Bigor or a perſecutor in ſuch matters: and She ſees both the miſchief that the Proce. 
ſlant Religion has received from-their ſubdiviſions, and the happineſs of granting a dxe 
Libwiy of Conſcience, where $he has ſo long lived, that there 15no reaſon to make arr 
fancy-that he will eicher keep. up our Di cts, or bear down the Difenters wi 
Rigor. But becauſe you hope for nothing from her own-Inclinations, you would have 
her terrified with the ſfrong Argument of Numbers , which you fancy will certainly 
ſecure them from ber recaltung the favour. But of what ſide ſoever that A 
may be ſtrong, ſure itis not of rheirs who make but gue 10 Tiwo hundred : mu. I fap- 
poſe you ſcarce expect thatthe Diſſemters will rebel , you may have your Afaſſes, 
and how their numbers will ſecxre them , unleſs it be by enabling them to Rebels, I 
cannot Imagine : this is indeed a /quinting at the Next Heir , with a witneſs, when you 
would already muſter up the Troops that muſt riſe againſt her. But let me tell you, 
that you know both. Her. Character and the Prince's very ill that fancy, they are 
only to be wrought on by Fear. They areknown toyour great grief; to be abovg that: 
and ir muſt be torheir own Mercifull Inclinations, that you muſt owe all that you an-+ 
expe under them , but neither to their fear nor to your own Numbers. 'Asforthe 
hatred and Contempt , even to the degree of being more Ridiculous then the Maſs under 
which you ſay Her way of Worship ks in Hollnd, this is one of thoſe figuresof ſpeech 
tharshew how exactly you have Studied the Feſwites oralls. All that come from 
Holland, "aſſure us, that she is ſo Univerſally beloved and eſteemed there,” that' 
.everything that She does, is the better thought of even becauſe 5be does it. Upon the 
-whole matter;all thar yowſay ofthe Nexe Heir, proves too truly that you are thatfor 
which you reproach the Chnrch of England, a Diſciple of the Crowh only' for the 
loaves z-for if you had that reſpect which you pretend forthe King, you would have 
chewed it more upon this occaſion. | 
Not anvil fomuch in love with _ he 50 as toimirate it, thereforeT will nordb * 
ou {6 great a pleaſure , as to fay the leaſt thing rhat may refle& on that Awthoritys, 
2 hichthe efron of England has taught me to reverence on after all the NES; | 
X | oy [4 
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-- - thatshehasreceived from it : and if che were not Inſuperably reſtrained by her Prin- 
. ._ - Ciples, inſtcad of the Thing Muſter with which'you reproach. ber, he could ſoon 
 anake ſorhick a one as would make the Thinnes of yours, very viſible {o unequall 
- adiviſion-of the Nation : Butshe will neither be threatned nor laughed out of her 


- Religion and her lojalty + tho'fuch inſultings as she meets with, that almoſt paſs all 


"humane Patience , would tempt men that had a leſs fixed principle of ſubmiſſion, 
to make their Enemies feel totheircolt, that they owe all the Triumphs they make, 
more to owr Principles , than to their own Force., Their laughing at or Do&rine of 
»0n reſiſtance , lets us ſee, that it would be none of rbeirs under the Nexe Heir , at whom 

you Squire, if the ſtrong e Argument of Numbers made you not apprehend that Two 

Hundred tooze would provean Unequal Match. - 10k; Os 

Asfor your Memorandum, I $hall anſwer them as $shortas you give them 

I. It will be hard, toperſuade people , that a Deciſion in favour of the Diſpencing 
Power, flowing from Judges that are both made, and payed,” and that may be remo- 
ved at pleaſure , will amount to the recogniſing of that Right by law. 

2. It will be bardto perſuade the world , that the Kzzgs adhering to his Promiſes, 
and his Coronation Oath, and 'to the known Lawes of the , would make him'Fels 
de ſe, The following of different methods were the likelier way to.it , if it were 
not for the Loyalty of the Church of England. ] 

3. It will be very <aſy to ſce the uſe of continuing the Toft by Law ; ſince all 
thoſe that break thro it , as well axthe F#dges, who have authoriſed their Crimes , are 
ill liable for all they do :-and after all your buffing , with the Diſpencing Power, we do 
not doubt but the apprehenſioh of an after reckoning ſticks deep forewhere , you fay, 
. it may be ſuppoſed , that the averfiin of a Proteſtant King to the Popizh party , will ſuf- 
ficient exclude them , even without theTeſt. Butit mult be confelfed , that you 


£ all poflible care , to confirm that Aver/ron fo far , as to put itbeyond a it way beſup- 


: poſed. And it ſeems you underſtand Chrifs Prerogative, as wel as the Fwudges did 
the Kings, that fancy & 
ents, totake Aſſurances of thoſe who are admitted to Places of Truſt , that youdo 
very ill to appeal to an 4mpertial confderation , for you are ſure to loſe it there, 

Few Exglich wen , will believe you in carneſt when you ſecm zealous for publick 
hberty , or the a 1s Charta : or that you are ſo very apprehenſive of Slavery: And 
* Four Fxjends muſt have very much changed both their Natures and their Principles, 
afrbeir condutt does not give cauſe torenew 'the leke Statutes ag aini# them, even tho they 
Should be repealed inthis Rejgy » notwithſtanding all your canfidencetothe contrary. 
' I will ſtill believe that the Argument of Numbers will be always the /power- 
fulleſt of all others with you: which as long as it has its Force , and nolonger , we 
may hape to be atquict. I conchirre heartily with you in your Prayers for the King, 
tho perhaps I differ from you in my Notions, both of his Glory and of the Felzc; 
b4sPeople : and as fot yourown particular, I wish you would either not atall Imploy 
your Pen, orkarnto write to better purpoſe :' but tho F cannot admire your Letter, 
yeal am it | Your HumzLE SERVANT 

f? ; he 


e Teſt isagainſtit* it is{o ſutcable tothe nature of all Govein- ' 
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EARLE of MELFOR 
| To the 


Presbyterian-Min  -N 
SCOTLAND. 


Writ in his £ajefty's Name upon their Addreſs; 
Together with ſome Remarks upon it. 


TheEarle of Melfort's Letter. cakng _ wc S, onitoden 7 youdn 
your Per bon 7 

Genflemen ; he expelts 4 

ugory 7 by his Majeſty , to ſfigni- Q Ub ng 

tmte you his gracious acceptance of your - A 

* Addreſs \ that he is well ſatfied with ur by Maieſty alking ſo Fa [._ ve moſt pl ts 

| Loyalty expreſſed therein ; for the which ——_ ar. Penal errmg ich am for the 

« he reſolves to perpetuate the favour , not on- p14 pellc + "- | Statutes : and he finth;y 

by during his own Reign, but alſe to lay ;* you contmue your Prayers to God for 

W. 

int 


s for itr Continuance,ond that by ap- his long and happy Reign ,. and for all Ble 
yn next enſuing Parliament the bi Perkin Gomes and likewiſe 


takgng off al Penal Starutes contrary to the Li- that you look well to your DoQtine, end rhar 


berty or Toleration granted by him. your Example be influential : all th:ſe are his 
Hi: Majeſty kw! that Enenries to Him,, Majeſty's 4 

to You » and thir-Toleration , will be »fmg - - Sic fbf, 

all Endeavors to oper ſans; ever MELFORT. 
the Happineſ of his SubjeQts . Standing m Li-/ 

berty of Conſcience, and the Security of their REMA R'K S- 
Properties (next the Glory of God) hath been his 0450 : 
Majeſty's great end,ſo be tends to continue gf he eSecretary band iskrown toal the 
have all ſutable mn and Concurrence Writing Maſters ot the Town; but 
from you im your DoArine and Prattices.and here is an Eſfiy of the Secretary's 
therefore as he hath taken away the Proteſtant ._ Stile forthe Maſters of our Lan- 


Penal Statutes lying on youand here bas walk- c: Thisis an Age of Improveme 

ed contrary not enly toocher Catholick Kings, Men that come very . young into Ro way 
but alſo in a way differmmt fram Proteſtant ments, make commonlya great _— 
| Kings rho have gone e him goboſe Maxime therefore commoa things arc not to be cxpe- 
was to unde you, by Fining , Confining , and 5 REO ſome Roughnelles in the 
| | Stile 


2) 
Stile ſeem to intimate that the Writer WP leration , who are neither” Enemies to the 
turn his Conſci-nce more cafily than he can do Kmy, nor to theſe Addreſſers ; and that on the 
his Pen, and that the one is a little ſtiffer and goapragy they are Enemaes to it , becauſe they 
leſs compliant thaw the other. He tells the arethe be. Friends that bath the'Kyng and the 
Addreſſers,that His Majeſty is well ſatis fied with Pecple have. It is now noſecret, that tho” 
their Loyalty contamed mm their Addreſs ;fir the both thePrince and Princeſi,of Orange are great 
mbich be reſolves to perpetuate the favour. It ap- Enemies to Perſeqution, and/in-particular 
pears that the Scere4ry Stile and the Notary to all Rigopr agginjt the! Preſbyterians , yet 
Stile come nearer one another than was ge- they arenot ſatished with the way" in which 


-nerally believed: For th: which here, & mfringe [this Toleration is granted. But the reckoning 
_ the ſameafterwards , are beauties borrowed of them as Enemzes either to the Kyng or the 


from ws pony's $t4le:the foreſaidis not much People ,15 one of the Figures of this S:zle ; that 
courſer.- Ihe King's prrperuarany the Favour is will hardly paſs; andfome willgot ſtickto 
no eaſy thing , uhle(s he could firſt perperuate ſay , that the Writer ofthis Leecer , has with, 
hfnſeſfNow tho his Majeſty's Fame will be this dash of his Pen, declared more Men 
certainly immortal, yetto our great Regret his Enemzer to the King, than ever he will be 
Perſon 1s mortal ; 16 it is hard to conceive, able to make Friends:to him. He tells them 
how this perperuzty Shodld be ſetled. next,that the ſeEnemies will be uſmg all endea- 

The Method hare propoſed is anew Fi- vours to infringe the ſame. This is alloa ſtrong 
gure of the Secretary Stzle-which is the Appom- Expreflion. We know the uſe of the Nown 


"ring im the next enſuing Parliament the taluny off Infrafticn: , but Infringe is borrowed from 


\sll Pena! Laws. All former Secretaries uſed the Netaries ; yet the plain ſenſe of this ſeems 
the modeſt Words of propofmg or recommen- to be,that thoſe Enemzes will diſturb the Mee- 
eng; bur he ' who in a formerEſay ofthis e5ngr,of which [ do not hear any ofthem tve 
e,told us ofhis Majeſty's Abſolute Powry , to the leaſt thought, yet by a ſecret Figure 
which all the Subjetts are to obey without reſerve , of the Se:retary Stile, perhaps this belongs to 
furnishes us now with this new term of the all thoſe who either think hat the King Gan- 
Kimy's a ng what Shal be done inPar/ia- not do it by Law , or that will not give their 
ment. t what if afterall, the Par/iamen: Vote to confirm it in Pay/sement:but Iam a0t 
proves fo ſtabborn , as not to comply with ſo well acquainted with all the Myſteries of 
this Appomement , I am afraid then the Perpe- this Stile,, as to know its full depth, | 
mity will be ofa Shrort continuance. He in There comes next a long period of 50 
the next place,mentions the Lzberty or To/era- words, for I was at the pains to count then 
tim granted by the Kmg. Liberty is not ſo hard all, which ſeemed a little too prolix for ſo 
a Word, but that it might be. underſtood ſhort aleeter, eſpecially in one that writes af- 
without this Explanation or Toleration, unlefs ter the French pattern. But as ever the 
the Secretary Srile either approaches to the - Happineſs of his Subjetts , Standing m Liberty of 
Notgry Stile in ſome nauſeous Repetitions , Conſcience, and the Security of ther Properties , 
or that he would intimate by this, that all n-x: cheGlory of God, hath been wa 's great 
the Liberty that is left the Subjetts is compre- End; So be Intends to continue, if ve all 
hended in this To/eration. And in'ced, at- ſutexble Encorragement and Concurrence from 
ter 4bſolute Power was. once aſſerted , it was you, m your Do#rme and Praftice.. The putting 
never fitto name Liberty without ſome re- ever at the beginning of the Period, and at 
ſtrigion. Afterthis comesa ſtately Period, ſogreata Diſtance trom that to which it be- 
The Enemies to him, toyou,, andto this Tclera- longs, is a new beagty of Stzle. And the 
tion. "Yet I should be forryifit were true ; Standing of this Happmeſs , makes me re- 
for I hope there are many Enemies to this To- flect on that which I hear a Sccech Preach'y 


deli- 


——— 


—_— - 


- Drink. The King's receiving. ſuteable. Encop- tion, in 


þ 


—-height of Sezle that went before, of appointing is the Eldeſt ſon of that Church , has 1 


_ 


*(3) Ro! 
ivered in. aSermor;, that he , donbted-this His Majeſty'sGlory above; all other | 
le would prove but [like 4, Standing pag 6p Fe Fr min py ley eas take. " 
| petition to b 

razement from his Subjetts ,” agrees ill with the RN Nl Chrafliem , who 


ed exe” 
what th: Parliament muſt.do. Kings receive cated her Orders in their fall extent of ſeve- 
returns of Duty and Obedience from their rity , yet His Majeſty, wha is butthe Cadee jn 
$abjettr; bat hitherto, Encouragement was & that Churches Cata ogue of honour, it ſeems . 
word uſed among Equals : the applying it does not think that he's yer {6 much behol- 
to the King; is's new figure. . A.man not ding to his' Mother as to gratify her by the 
verſed inthe Secretary Strle would have ex- Aaion of his People: yet I'fay, agif 
preſſed this matter thus. His Majeſty has ever this were too little , the King's Glory 18 here 
mee the Happmefe of bir SubjeAts , which con carried-farther, even above the 
fiſtr in Liberty of Conſcience , and the Security of Kings; who have gone before him : whoſe Maxime 
Property, his grtat end , next to the Glory of God : war eo tmde you , by Fining , Confining an#t#- 
he intends to. do ſo ſtill ; if bt receroes all king away yotr Eſtates. , barrafs youu un your_ 
ſauteable returns from you mm your Dothrme and Perjanc \ Libertdor and Provile s. Hereisan 
pratice, I have marked this the more parti- honour that is done the King's Anceſtors by 
cularly, to make the differcuce between the one of his Secrecarzer, which is indeed new, 
Common and the Secretary Stile-the more ſen- and of his own Invention :.. the , Proceſtans = 
fible. But what need js there of the-Concur- Kong can be no other than the Kings! Brother, 
rence of the. Addreſſers , with the Kgng , if he bu and his Gy her. Sper 1996 One 
goon: the. next Parliament to rake off allthe Q.Elojabeth , whomey t haye beers t 
al Lats. Muſt we likewiſe believe. that jn if the more general term of Crowned beads 
His Majeſty's Zeal for the Happineſs of his $ub- had been made uſe of; but as the Writer has 
jetfr, depends'bn the Behaviour of Theſe ordered it , the ſatyr falls ſingly on the King's 
ſer: and on the Encouragement thathe Progenitors : for the Papers that were found in 
receives from then, ſo that he will not cones; the Srroug Box , will go near to pur the 
neeir, "onleſs they Encdurage him init. This late Xing ont of the liſt of | Proreffanr 
isbutan Incertain tenure, and not like to be Kings : | ſa that this Reproagh lies wholly 
perpetual. But after all the' Secyetary Stile is on the King's Farber and his Orand-father. 
not the Royal Srile ,* {0 notwithſtanding this 1r jg a lirtle ſurpriſing , after all che Elo- 
beautiful Period, we hope our HappineBSis quence that has been Imployed ro raiſe 
more ſteady ,thanto turnupon the' Encolya- the Character of the lare Marryr 'to fo 
nes ofa few Men : otherwiſe if it is f#-"hjoh a pitch that one of his Sons 'Sicyit a- 
ding Heppmeſ yetitisa very forterihg'one. , 2, ul ferironderbis band in 46 | 
[The Proteſtant Penal Statutes , is another of 142+ le a aber rh 
his Elegancies: for finceall the Pome! Laws as C © preretGs Bs ha pees;nre by't 4. 4: *q 
well thoſe againſt Papiſtr, as thoſe againſt <2 Wands , that he madeit 4 Matime to 
Difenters , were made by Proteſtant Parlia- unde his People. The Wrirer ofthis Letter 
ments,one does not ſee how fitly this Epithete Should haye ayoided rhe > yes Ag 
comes in here ; another would have worded #** , ſince irisnox ſo long,” finee borh 
this, thus, the Penal Statutes mdde. againft #4 and his Brorhey valued $ on 
Proteſtants. But the n-w Srile has figures pe- Pont that they carried in the Council of 
culiar to it ſelf, that paſs in the Common Stile Scotland, that HusbandsShould be fined for 
for Improprieties. . their Wives not going to Church,tho it was 
This Noble Lord is not contented co raiſe not founded on any Law- And of all Men 


living 


# IN 


gor a yery fair one during the preſent them ro lock wellto their Dodrine :' now 
Reign, by an AH of Payliamenr,that Artain- this i; a lirtle ambiguons ; for ir'may ei- 
teda Gentleman in a Method as new ashis ther fignify,, that hey sbould ftudy the 
Stile is; Upon' this ground , that rwo Pri- Controycriies well, ſo as to be able to 
Comncellours declared, they. belieyed defend their Doftine ſolidly, or that they 

im guilty, He will hardly find among $hoald.ſo mince it, that nothing may fall 
all the MLA of theſe Proteſtant Perſecu-' from them in their Sermons againſt P#- 
ting Kings any one thar will Juſtify this. peyry ; rhis will be indeed a looking ro theiv 
. It ſeems the New Stile is not very Co- Dorine, but Ido not know whether it 
pious in Words, ſince Doctrine..1S three will be thaughta /ooking well to it or nor; 
timesrepeared in ſosbort a Letter: He tells He adds, that their Example be Eye awe 
them,char their | Dofrine muſt tend tocanſe I confeſs this hard riew Word frighred me3 
all the ſubjects to walk obediently; now by Ifſuppoſe the meaning of ir+is ; thar theiy 
obediently in this Stile , 4isto obey the Ab- practice may be ſuch as that it may 'have an 
ſolute Pomer Without reſerve ; for to = ac- Influence on others”. yer there are both good 
cording te Law , /would paſs now for a and bad Influences, a good Influence 
Crime: this being then his meaning ,1tis will be the animating the people” to & 
probable that the Encouragements Which Zeal for their Religion ; and a 'bad ove 
are neceflary to make His Majeſty conti- will be the flackning and ſofning of thar 


Hue the happineſs of his Subjects, will nor Zeal. Alictle more Clearnefs here hail 


ſo very great, asto Merit the poyperus- not been amiſs, | 

ting this favour. There is with thisa hear As for the laſt Words of this Letter; 
vy charge laid upon them as ro their pra- that alltheſe are his Majeſty's Commands; 
ctice ; that it muſt be ſuch as shall be moſt it is very hard forme to bring my 'ſelf. ro 
pleaſing to His Majefty,, for certainly that believe them, For certainly he has more 
can only. be by their rorning Papiſts : Picryfor the Memory of the [ate Martyr , 
fince a Prinarthar-is.ſo zealous for his Reli- and more regard both ro himſelf, to his 
gion, as His Majeſty is , cannot be 1o children, and to his people, than to have 
well pleaſed with any other thing as with eyer given anyfuch commands. : 

this; Their copcurring with the King to ret - In order to the communicating this 
move the Penal Laws, Comes over againg for Piece ofEleganceto the World , I wiſh the 
tho Repetitions arc Impertinencies in the Tranſlating it into French were recom- 
Common Stile , they. are Flowers in the mendedro Mr, d'Albeville : that ir may 
new one... appear whether the Secretary Stile wil 
| In, Cpniclaſion , he rells them, that the look better in'his Iricþ French, than itdoes 


King #xpects , that they will continne their now in the Scotch English of him who pen- + 


prayers far-him , yet this does nor agree too ne dir. 
clarks Cathoelick.. Zeal ;- for the pra- 


EF. 1 N*1% 


who” 


: | Bt  it49 | 2 
living he ought to'be the laft that chould yers of Damned Hereticks cannot be worth 
ſpeak of the taking away Eftates who. the asking ; 'for the third time-he rells 


1, He Accuſing the'Church of England 
of Want of Loyalty, or the put- 
ting it to a new Teſt , after ſo tresh 

4 one , With relation to His Majefty , argues 
a high degree of Confidence in him who 
undertakes it. She knew well what were 
the Doctrines and Practices of thoſe of the 
' Roman Church, with Relation to Hereticks ; 
and yet She was ſo true to her Loyalty, that 
She shut her eyes on all the Temptations, 
that ſo juſt a fear could raiſe in her : and 
She ſet her ſelf ro ſupport His Majefties Right 
of Succeſſion, with ſo much Zeal , that She 
thereby not only put her ſelf in the power 
of her Enemies ;. but She has alſo expoſed 
her ſelf to. the Scorn of thoſe who inſult 
over her in her Misfortune. She loſt the 
AfﬀeQions even of many of her own Chil- 
dren; who thought that her Zeal for an 
Intereſt , which was then ſo much decry'd, 
was a little too fervent : and all thoſe who 
judged ſeverely of the proceedings, thought 
that the tion which She made to the 
fide that then went ſo hi 
than Deccacy in it. 


+ had more Heat 
indeed all this 


Printed with Allowance, 
Entitled, 


ANewTeſt of = hurch of England's Loyalty. 
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was ſo very Extraordinary , that if She w: 
not acted by a principle of Conſcience, 
could make no -Excuſe for her condue 
There appeared ſuch peculiar Marks of 
fection and Heartineſs, at every time th 
the Duke was named , whether in Drinkir 
his Health, or upon graver Occaſions, th 
it ſeemed atteCted : and when the late 'K 
himſelf ( whoſe Word they took that h 
was 4 Proteftans) was ſpoke of but coldly, th 
very Name of the Duke ſet her Childre 
all on fire; this made many conclude, tt 
they were ready to Sacrifice all ts him; fe 
indeed their behaviour was inflamed with 
ſo much Heat , that the greater part of th 
Natien belicyved they waited for a fit oppars 
tunity todeclare themſelves, Faith in Fel 
Chrift was not a more trequent Subje& of 
the Sermons of many, than Loyalty ; and 
Right of the Succeſſion to the Crown , the Heat 
that appeared in the Pulpit, and the Learning 
that was in their Books on theſe Subjedts 

and the Eloquent Strains that were in their 
Addreſies, were all Originals ; and made 
World _—_— » that whateyer might & 

| 


a 


id totheir charge, they Should never be 
zcuſed of any want of Loyalty, at leaſt in 
is King's time » while the remembrance 
f ſo ſignal a ſervice was ſo fregh.. When 
flis Majefly came to the Crown » theſe men 
id fo entirely depend on the Promiſe that 
E made , to maintein the Church of England, 
the doubting of the performance ap» 
d to them the worſt ſort of Infidelity. 
T hey believed, that in His Majeſty, the Hero, 
nd the King, would be too ſtrong for the 
lapift : and when any one told them , How 
4 tie the Faith of a C««holick to Heretichs 


-_ 


his with any patience; but looked on His 

eflies Promiſe as. a thing ſo Sacred, thar 
hey imploy'd their Interelt. to carry all E- 
Giens Of Parliament- Men, for thoſe that 
re recommended by the Court, with ſo 
WMmuch Vigour , that it laid them open to 
auch Cenſure. In Parliament they moved 
>2r no; Lawes to ſecure their Religion; but 
aſſuring themſelves, that Honour was the 
Kings 1dol,they laid hold - on it ,. and fans 
ied, that « publick reliance on his Word, 
puld give them an Intereſt mn his Majeſty 
that was Generous, and more fſuteable to 
tthe Nobleneſs of a Princely Nature than any 


- 
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and gave the Kjng a valt Revenue for 
In the Rebellion that. followed, they 
ed with what Zeal they adhered to 
fajefly , even againſt a Pretender that 
xd for them. And in the Seffron of 
Part ,. which came after that, they 
{*Shewed their diſpaiition to affift the Kavg 
nh new. Supplies; and were willang to 

and nify all that was paſt; on- 
deſired with all poſſible Modefty, 
Lew: Which His Majefly had both 


, 
. 


-, 
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to maintain , might be exeuted. Here is 
7 


their Crime , which has raiſed all this Out- 
ery; They did not move for the Excoution 
af Severe or Penal Laws, but were willing 
wo -let thoſe » tiH it might by 
| behaviour of the Papifts, whether they 
| might ddſerve that there Should be any Mi- 


=> 


: 


needs be , they could not hearken to- 


7 -Eaws could be : ſo thatthey acquieſced. 


ifed » and at his Coronation had Swore. 


(2) 


tigation made of them in their Favour. 
Simce that time, our Church-men have been; 
conſtant in mixing their Zeal for their Reli- 
gion __ Popery, with & Zeal for Loyalty 
againſt Reb:{[ion , becauſe they think theſe 
two: are'very well conliitent one with an- 
other. It is true, they have generally ex- 
preſſed an unwillingneſs to part with the 
8wo Teſls ; becauſe they have no mind to- 
wult the kceping of their Throats to thoſe 
who they believe will cut them : and they 
have ſeen nothing in the condu& of the 
Papifts, either within or without the King- 
dom , to make them grow weary of the 
Laws for their ſakes;; and'the ſame princi- 
ple of common ſenſe, which makes it fo 
hard for them to believe Tranſubſtantiation, 
makes them conclude, that the... Aythor of 
this Paper, .and his Fried, arc yo Other, 
ws 9p they bear, and ſee, arid know them- 
to be: 

11, One Inſtance in which the Church of 
England Shewed her Submiflion to the Court, 
was » that as ſoon as the Noncanfermifts had: 
drawn a new Storm upon themſelves, by 
their medling inthe matter of the Exclufion, 
many- of her Zealous Menbers went into 
that Proſecution of them , which the Cours 
ſet on foot , with more Heat, than was 
perhaps-ceither juſtifiable im it ſelf, or reaſo= 
nable 1n thoſe Circumſtances ; buthtw cet. 
ſurable ſoever ſome angry men maybe, it 
is ſomewhat firange to ſee thoſe of the 
Church of Rome blame us for it » which has 
decreed ſach unrelenting Severities'agamit. 
all that differ trom her , and bas .cnafted 
that.not only in Parliemous but even in Ge» 
weral Councils. It nauſt necds ſound diy to: 
hear the Sons of 2 Church, that” mult de+ 

pals t 
yet complain of the Exceciics of Fives and 
"when it $12 the: of a Papifh 
it is yet much moe} ing, when it 
-cames from any of the Cart, Were not 
all the Orders tor the late Severity ſent from 
thence? Did not the Fudges in every Cir- 
. un ,, 


exit, and the Faeourite Fuflices of Peace in. 
_—_ Seffhons,, imploy all their Eloquence 
on this Sahje#? The DireQions that were 
given to the Fuflices and the Grand Furies 


were all repeated —_— of this 
Matter :” and a little Ordinary Lawyer, with- 
out any other viſible Merit , but an Outra* 
ious Fury it thoſe Matters, on which he 
chiefly valued himſelf, was of a ſud- 
den taken into His Majeſties ſpecial Favour, 
and raiſed up to the Higheſt Poſts of the 
Lan, All theſe things, led ſome of our 
Obedient Clergy, to look on it asapiece of 
their Puty to the King, to encourage that 
Severity , of which the Coure ſeemed io 
fond , that almoſt all People thought, they 
had tet it up for a Maxime, from which 
they would never depart. I will not pre- 
tendTto excuſe all that has been done oflate 
years: but itis certain, that the moſt cry- 
ing Severicies ' have been acted by 5m y 
that were raiſed upto be Judges and Mapre 
firater for that very end : they were Inſhw#ed, 
Trufied, and Rewarded for it, both inthe laft 
andunder the preſent Reign. Church- prefer- 
ments Were di{tribnted , rather as Recom- 
pences of this devouring Zeal, than of a 
real Merit; and men of more moderate 
Tempers were not only ill lookt at, but 
11 uſed, :So thar it is jn it ſelf very unrea- 
ſonable to throw the load of the late Ri- 
gour. on: the Church of England , without 
diſtinQtion : "but it is worle than in good 
ymanners it is fit to callit, if this Reproach 
comes fromthe Court, And it is ſomewhat 
unbecommyg to teethat , which was ſet on 
at one time. , difown'd at another; while 
yet he: that was rhe Chief rin it is 
[till in fo high a peſt ; and begins now 'to 
treat the Menof the Church of England , with 
the fame Bratal Exceſſes, that he beftowed 
fo lately and fo liberally on the Diſfemters; 
as if his deſign were to render himſelf e- 
qually odious to alt Mankmd. 
III. The Church of England may jultly 
expoſtulate when $he is treated as Sedjtions, 
$he has rendred the higheſt Services 
to The Civit Authority , that any Church now 


(3) Farth tas Jone 


oy Hmrk : Ke has beaten 
all t es © | 
Force and Learning , 

_ - ever yet — ' 

enraging her 

her Friends , even for 
the more promaynSr fon _— 
well what they might expect. TY 
our Awber likes the figure #f a Snake ins 
Boſom fo well ; 1 could tell him, that 
cording to the A ve , We took up- at 
Sheltred an Intereft, that was almoſt Dea, 
and by that warmth gave it Life z which yet 
now With the Snake m the Boſom , is like t& 
bite us to Death. e do not lay, we a 
the only Church that has Principles of Loyalty 
but this we may ay , that wearethe | 
inthe World that carries them the- bigbeſt;; 
as we know a Church that of all others finks 
them- the loweſt, We do not nd th 
we ate Inerrable in this point , ackne 
ledge that ſome of our Clergy miſcarried þ 
it upon King Edwards Death : "Yet atth 
ſame time, others of our Communion #& 
hered more ſteadily to their Loyalsy int fas 
vour of Queen Mary , than She did to the Pro 
miſes that She made to them. Upon: thi 


' Subject our Awbor by his fatſe Quotation 


of Hiſtory , forces me toſet the Reader rightty 
which if it proves.40 the diſadvantage of his 
Cauſe, his Friends may thank him for it; 
I will not enter into ſo — digreffic 
as the juſtifying Queen Eliſabeths being Legi 
timate, and the p xr the Baftardy ot 
Queen Mary muſt carry me to; this I' wil 
only ſay , that it was made out, that cs 
cording to the beſt ſort of Argamemrultd by 
the Church of Rome, I mean the conſtant 
Tradition of alt Ages, King Henry the VAT: 
— Queen Katberime, was Incefluou 
and by Conſequence -Quren Mary was th 
Beflard , and Eliſabeth was the L rgith+ 
mave iſive. But our Amboy not {atisfied wit 
defaming Queen Eliſaberb , tells us , that & 

Church of England was no fooner ſet up t 
her , chan She enafied theſe Bloody Cart 
Law, to Hang, Drai” and Quarter the - v4 
of the _ God; But ſincerheſe Lawer di 

2 iy 


bar m_—— oo does he _—_ a 
4p _ tbe ervants of the 
iving God, hecau they cannot give Divine 

Forobip to.that which they believe to- be 

only a Piece of Breed ? The Repreſentation: 

the gives. of this part. of our Hiſtory, is fo. 

, that tho* upon Queen Eliſabeth's coming, 

o the Crewn ,. there were many Complaints 

Exhibited of theTllegal. V iolencesthat. Bon- 

e& and other Butchers had. committed , yet 

11 theſe were ſtifled, and no Penal Lawes 

were enacted againſt thoſe of that Relrgion. 

The Popyh Clergy were indeed: turned out; 

Þut they were well uſed., and had Penſions 

afſizned them ; ſo ready was the Queen and 

dur Church to forgive what was palt, and 
eo. Shew all Gentleneſs for the future, Du- 
ring the firſt thirteen years of her Reign, 
anacters went on calmly , without any fort 
of Severity. on the account of Religion. But 

zen the reſtleſs ſpirit of that Party, began 
to throw the Nation into violent Conyul- 

Dons. The Pope depoſed the Queen, and 

vpne of. the Party had the Impudence to poſt 

Bp, the Bull in London ; upon: this followed 
zveral Rebellions., both in England and Ire- 

land , and the Papifts of both Kingdoms en- 

red into Confederacies with the Kjng of 

Spain and the Court of Rome ; the Prieſts dil- 

poſed all the People that depended on them, 

to ſubmit to the Popes Authority in that Depo- 
6:5on,and torczet the Queens: Theſe endea- 
yours, befides open Rebellions, produced 
many. Secret Practices againſt her Life, 
All theſe things gave theriſe to the ſevere 
Laws, which began not to. be enacted be- 


War was formed by the. Bull of Depoſition, 
een the Queen and: the Court of Rome , ſo 
Kt was a necciiary Piece of Precaution , to- 
declare all thoſe to be Traitors who. were 
the Miffronaries of that Authority which 
had ſtript the Queen of hers: yet thoſe Laws. 
were not executed ps ſome Secular 
Briefts, who bad the Honeſty to condemn 
E D, | Dofrme, As for the a. 4 

thotthe Queen of Scotland, it was brought 
gn. by . the wicked PraQtices. of her own 


= 


bore the; twentieth year of her Reign. A. 


) 

Won who» fatally Involved her in ſoure- 
of them; She was but a Subje# here in” En-- 
gland; and if the Queen took a- more Viou- 
lent way, than was decent for her own 
Security , here was no Di-loyalty nor Rebel- 
lion in the Chureb of England, which owed' 
her no ſort of Allegeance. 

IV, I. do. not pretend that the Church of 
England. has any great caule to 'value her 
ſe}t upon her Fidelity to. King Charles the 
Firft, tho' our Autbor would have it paſs for: 
the only thing of which She can boaft : for I con- 
fels., the cauſe of the Church was ſo twiſted 
with the King's , that Intereſt and Duty 
went together : tho I will not go ſo faras- 
our Author, who ſays , that the Law of Nature 
dictates to every Individual to fight in his own 
Defence: This is tao bold a thing to be de- 
livered ſo crudely at this time, The Laws: 
of Nature are perpetual, and can never be 
cancelled by any ſpecial Law : $0 if theſe: 
Gentlemen own 1 freely , that this is a Law- 
of Nature, they had belt take care not to 
i Naturetoo much, leſt She fly to the 

elief that this Law may give her., unleſ;- 
She is reſtrained by the Loyalty of our Church, - 
Our Author values bis Party much upon: 
their Loyalty to King Charles the Firſt : but I- 

{muſt take the Liberty to ask him, of what 
Religion were the Irish Rebells.; and what: 
fort of Loyalty was it, thatthey Shewed ei-- 
ther inthe firſt Maſſacre » Or in the progreſs: 
that ' Rebellion * Their Meſiages to the 
ope, to the Court of France , and tothe Duke- 
of Lorrain, —_ themſelves to any of 
theſe, that would have undertaken to pro- 
tet them, are Acts of Loyalty, which the- 
Church of England is no way inclined to fol- 
low: and the Authentical Proots -of theſe 
things are ready to be produced. Nor need 
I add to this , the hard terms that they of- 
fered to the King » and their ll uſage of 
thoſe whom he Impleyed, I could like-: 
wiſe repreſs the Infolence of this Writer, 
by telling him of the Slavish- Submiſfions 
that their Party made to Cromwel, both Fa- 
ther and Sow: As for their Adhering to- 
King Charles the Firft , there is a peculiar» 
Bolds- 


Boſdneſs in our Authors Aﬀertion » who 
ſays, that they. had ye Hope nor Intereſt in 
thas Cauſe: The State of that Court is nor 
quite forgot , but that we do well remem- 
ber what Credit the Queen had with the 
King , and what Hopes She gave the Paryy; 
yet they did not 16 entirely eſpouſe the 
Kings Cauſe, but that they had likewiſe a 
flying Squadron in the Parliaments Army , 
how boldly ſoever this may be denyed ! 
our Author ; for this I will give him a proo 
that is beyond exception , in a Declaration 
of that King's » ſent to the Kingdom of Scot- 
land , bearing date. the 2r, of Aprit 1643+ 
which is printed over and over again, and'as 
an Author that writes the Hiſtory of the late 
Wars, has aſſured us the clean draught 
of it, corrected in ſome places with the 
King's own hand, is yet extant : fothat it 
cannot be pretended , that this was only a 
bold aſſertion of ſome of the Kings Mimi- 
fters, that might be ill affeQted to their Party, 
{n that Declaration the King ſtudied to poſ- 
ſels his Subje#s of Scotland with the Juſtice 
of his. Cauſe, and among other things, to 
clear himſelf of that Imputation that he had 
an * Army of Papifis about him , after many 
things ſaid on that head, theſe words are 
added : Great numbers of that Religion have 
been with great alacrity entertained in that Re- 
bullious Army-againft us: and others bave been 
ſeduced , to whom we had formerly denyed” Im- 
ployments 3 45 apptars by the Examination of ma- 
ny Priſoners, of whom we bave taken twenty 
and thirty at-a time of one Troop or Company 
of that Religion. I hope our Author will not 
have the Impudence to difpute the Credit 
that is due to this Teſtimony : bat no Diſco- 
veries , how evident ſoever they may be, 
can affet ſome ſort of men; . that have. a- 
Secret againſt blushing, 

V. Our Author exhorts us , to change ony 


Principles of Loyalty, and to take Example of ' 


our Catbolick Neighbours » bow to behave our 
ſelves towards a Prince, that is not of our Per- 


ſwafion: But would he have us learn of our - 


I7#b Neighbourt,, to cut our Fellow Subje&ts 


Throats, and 't2bel againſt our King , be-- 


O) he is of another 
ſo . lick Nei 4 


- —_ 


the fresheſt Example prog our 

ave ſet us: and. C 
do not look ſo far back, as tothe 6 
dir-plot , or the League of Frence in the. 
Age. He reproaches us for. failing in our Fi; 
delity to our King. Bur in this matter we; 


appeal to God els , and Men. andi 
PSOne His Moy: Let our Enemies 
Shew any VBne Point of our Duty, in which 


we have failed : for as we cannotbe charged- 
for having preacht any Seditious Doctrine 
{o we are not wanting in the Preaching of- 
rhe Duties of Loyalty, even when we fee- 
what they are like to'coft us. The point® 
which he fingles outis, that we 'bave failed 
that grateful Return, that we owed His Majeſty 
for his Promiſe, of Maintaining our Church 
it is eftabliched by Law z fince upon that we 
to have repealed the Sanguinary Laws, and. the, 
late Impious Tefts: the former being enafled te 
maintain the Uſurpation of Queen Eliſabeth 
and the other being contrived to exclude the pre <7 
ſens King, We have-not failed to pay all ; 
the Gratitude and Duty that was poflible , 5 
in return to His Majeflies Promiſe ; which: 
we havecarried fo far, that we are become 
the Objet even of qur Enemies Scorn * 
by it. With all Humibty be itfaid, that if 
is Majefy had promiſed us a farther De» 
gree is Favour, than that of which the, 
Law had affured us", it might have, beey 
expected, that qur return should have þcen; 
a degree of Obedience beyond that whiche: 
was required by Law ; ſo that the return; 
of the Obedience imjorged by Law, an-; 
ſwers a Promiſe of 'a Prote&io) according. 
to Law: yet we' carried this matter futthers; 
for as'was ſet forth in the beginning of this: 
Paper, we went on in ſo high;'a pace ofs 
Compliance and Confidence, that wedrew:; 
the cenfſures- of the whole Nati on us; | 
nor could any Jealouſies or Fears 'give us 
the 'lealt Apprehenfions, till we were ſo., 
hard preſſed in matrers,of Religion," that we; 
could be no longer flent: The fame” Apoſtle: 
that taught us to Howovy the Kinp,, ſaid like» 
wile, that we muſt obey God rather than man. 
| _ 


Sur Auber khowe the Hiſtory of our Laws 
0 ; for belides what "7 been already taid, 
eouchingtho Law? trade By Queen Ehſaberh, 
he Jevereſt ofall our Peiall Laws , and that 
which troubles him and his fticnds meſt, 
Was paſt by K. Fames after the Gunpowder. 
Poe. ; a Provocation that might have well 
Tuſtified even ter Severities. But tho 
Our Auiber may hope to Impgſe on an 
Wriorant Reader, who may be apt to believe 
Implicitly , what he ſays concerning the 
Lew: of the laſt Age, yet it was too bold for 
hita to aſſert , that the Teffs, which are ſo 
lately made, were contrived to exclude the 
pre ent Xing: when there was not a thought 
Ot Excluſion many years after the firſt was 
made, and the Duke was excepted out of 
the ſecond by a ſpecial Proziſo, Burt theſe 
Gentlemen will do well never to mention 
the Excluſion; for every time that it1s named, 
# will make people call to mind, the ſer- 
Vice that the Church of England did in that 
matter , and that will carry with ita Re- 
proach of Ingratitude that needs not be aggra- 
vated, He alſo confounds the two Teftls, as 
ifthat for Publick Imployments, comrained in 
It adeclaratign of the King's being an Idelater, 
@r as he makes it y a Pagan : which is not at 
all it it ;but in the other for the Members of 
Parliament, in. which there is indeed 2 De- 
elaration , that the Church of Rome 15S guilty 
ef 12olatry ; which is done in general terms, 
without applying it to His Majeſty , as our 

Luthor docs : Upon this he would Infer, 
that his Majcſty is not ſafe till the Tefls are 
taken away : but we have given ſuch Evi- 
dences of our loyelsy;, that we have plainly 
Thewed this to be falſc ; ſince we do openly 
declare , that our duty to the King 1s not 
founded on his bcing of this or that Feligion Z 
J0 that His Majeſty has a. full Security trom 
pur Principles, tho the Tefls continue, fince 
there isnoreaſon that we , who did run the 


the Tide was fo {trong againſt us', would 
wil his Majefly now , when our Intereſt and 
Juty are joyned. together : but if the Teſts 
are taken away , it is certain that we can 


hazzard of being ruined by the Excluders, when , 


| Irave no Steariry any Tonper ; for we ſhall be 


then laid vpeth tothe Violence of fich reft- 
lef$ and iN-narvted men,as the Aurbet of this 
Paper and his Brethren are. 

I. The ſame reaſon that made ovr Sars- 
ety refuſe to throw himſelf down from the 
roof of the Temple , when the Devil tempt- 
ed him to it, inthe vain Confidence, that 
Angels muſt be aſſiſtant to him to preſerve him , 

hoids good iti our Caſe. Our ſaviour 1aid, Thou 
ſhalt nes Tempt the Lord thy God. And we 
dare not trult our ſelves to the faith ahd to 
the Mercies of a Society , that is but too well 
knownto the World, to pretend , that we 
Thould pull down our Pales , to let in ſuch 
Wolves among us. God and the Laws have 
given us 4 legal Security » and His Majeſty 
has promiſed to maintain us in it : and we 
think it argues no Diltrult, either of Ged , 
or the Truth of our Religion, to ſay , that we 
cannot by any ACt ot our own , lay our 
ſelves open, and throw away that defence. 
Nor would we willingly expoſe His Majefly 
tothe unwearied Solicitations of 4 fort of men , 
who, if we may Judge of that which is to 
come , by that which is paſt, would give him 
no reſt, if once the reſtraints of Law were 
taken off, but would drive matters to thoſe 
Extremities , to which we ſee their Natures 
carry them head-long. 

VII. The laſt Paragreph is a ſtrain worthy 
of that ſchool that bred our Author ; he ſays, 
His Majefly may withdraw bis Royal ProteGion 
from the Church of England which as promiſed 
ber , upon the account x conſtant Fidelityz and 
he brings no other proof to confirm ſo bold 
an A ſſertion but a falſe Axiome of that deſpi- 
ſed Philoſopby , in which he was bred : Ceſſante 
cauſa tollitur effetdns; This is indeed ſach an 
Indignity to His Majeſty , that 1 preſume to 
ſay it with all humble reverence, theſe are 
the laſt perſons whom he ought to pardon , 
that have the boldneſs to touch ſo facred 
2 point As the faith of a Prince » which is the 
chiefſecurity af Gayernment, and the Foun- 
dation of all the Confidence that a Prince can 
promiſe himſelf from his People, and which, 

once blaſted,can never be recovered: Equivo- 
eations 


cations may be both taught and practiſed with ( 


(6 danger by an Order that has little Credit 
. loſe Sar nothing can Shake Thrones {0 
muchzas ſuch treacherous Maximes.I mult al- 
ſo ask our Author,in what point of Fidelity has 
our Church failed ſo far,as to make her forteit 
her Title to His rs Promiſes? foras he 
himſelf has ſtated this matter, 1t comes 
all to this. The Kjng promiſed that be would 
maintain the Church o England 4 Em by 
Law. Upon which in Gratitude he ſays, 
that the Church of England was bound ta 
throw up the Chief Security that She had in 
her Eſtablichment by Law ;z which is, that all 
who are Intrulted —_ kerma o_— 
or the Executive parts of our Government, mu 
be of her Communion;. and if the Church of 
England is not ſotame and fo Submitlive , as 
to part with bis, then the King 1s free from 


7. Promiſe, and may withdraw his Royal 


Ls 


Protefion ; tho | mult crave leave to tell him, 
that the Laws gave the Church of a 
Right to that Proteftion, whether His Ma- 
Jefip had promiſed it or not, 

t all the Maximes in the World, there 
is none more hurtful tothe Government, in 
our preſent Circumitances, than the ſaying, 
that the Kings Promiſes and the Peoples Fidelity 
ought to be Reciprocal ; and thata Failure in 
the one; cuts off the other : for by a very Na 
tural Conſequence the Suhbje# may likewiſe: 
ſay , thattheir Oaths of Allegeence being foun- 
ded on the Affurance of His Msjeflies Pro 
teion, the One binds no longer than the Other 
is obſerved: and the Inferences that may be 
drawn from hence will be very terrible, if 
the Loyalty of the ſo much decryed Church 
gy England , does not puta ſtop to thera, 
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